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%Egis[ﬂtiﬁe gsszmhlg’ QUESTION—MINERS WORKING DAYhS.
Me. BATH gave notice that on the
Tuerday, 20th November, 1906. next day he would ask the Minister for
) EE—— page . Mines: 1, Was the Minister for Mines
Em‘gﬂﬁﬁigg e premiers [ujaries ... 374 correctly reported in the Morning Herald,
Explanntion, Mining Exemption .. .. .27 which gtates that he declared that the
S ines Rogulntion, amemiment o mrs  Labour party wished to provide for 365
Bill '_rl'Illnberégs ecotgom accused o ... 275 working days per vear for miners? 2, If
L ey 0 2. woved, policy and works 54 was he aware in making such state-

Estimate d: Works D Minda- at i i i
stimates resymed: Works Department, Minie- meant that it was absolutely misleading

Progress ... ... .. .. .. .. 2985 and incorrect ¥

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair ut
4:30 o’clock p.m.

PrAYERS.

BUGGY ACCIDENT, THE PREMIER'S
INJURIES.

Tae TREASURER (Hon. F. Wilson)
said: I regret having to report to the
House that the Premier (Hon. N. J.
Moeore), owing to the very serious accident
which happened on Sunday last, will be
unable to attend in this House for several
days. T huve seen him this afternoon,
and hon. members will be agreeably sur-
prised to learn that he is not so badly
hurt as we thought he was through the
accident, although his injuries are rather
serious. I hope, and he hopes, that in a
few days he will be able to get out of his
bed, at any rate, and that w the course
of a week or ten days he will be able to
resume his duties in this House.

{MemeERs: Hear, hear.)

M=r. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): I

desire to avail myself of this opportunity -

to express my regret at the painful acci-
dent which has occurred to the Premier;
and T hope that in a very few days he
will be with us again, and that we shall
be able once more to see the pleasant
countenance of the hon. gentleman in this
House.

ELECTION RETURN—MOUNT LEONOLKA.

Tee CrerE announced the return of
writ for the election of a member for
Mount Leonora (in room of Mr. P. J.
Lyvuch, resigned), showing that Mr.
Julian Alexander Salmoen Stuart had
been duly elected.

Me. Sruant took the oath and sub-
scribed the roll,

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES: As
the election is to be held to-morrow, L
would like to reply now to the uestion
by the Leader of the Opposition, if the

- hon. member will allow me to do so.

Mg. Bara: 1 have no objection.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: I
wish to reply now in order that no mis-
conception should arise. T desire tfo
state that [ was incorrectly reported.
What T stuted was that prior to the in-
troduction of the present Bill, persons
could be employed on the surfuce 365 days
without its being any offence; and thata

. new clause in the Bill was an innovation,

providing that miners should not be
employed more than 13 Jdays consecu-
tively,

EXPLANATION—MINING EXEMPTION.

Me. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill):
During the course of the discussion on
the Mining Estimates, on information
received from the Roebourne electorate
I made a statement to the Committee to
the effect that the warden had recomn-
mended exemption for the Mons Cupri

' lease in the Roebourne district, and that

the recommendation had been refused by
the Minister. The Minister having made
available the file dealing with the cuse,
I find that the statement was incorr.et,
und that the Minister approved of the

! exemption recommended by the warden.
© T desire to make the correction.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By tue TREASURER: 1, Statement
of expenditure incurred in eptertaining
distinguished visitars for 1405-6. This
return, added the Treasurer, was in con-
neclion with the £788 referred to by Mr.
Scaddan. 2. Papers relating to the
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retirement. of Police Constable Carrol; .

asked for by Mr. Daglish.

By e Mivister ror Miwes: 1,
Btatement showing Expenditure of Vote
for Development of Goldfields and
Minerai Resources; asked for by Mr.
Taylor.

QUESTION—MINES REGULATION
AMENDMENT.

M. HUDSON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has his attention been drawn
to the judgments delivered by the Federal
High Court in casges relating to the Mines
Regulation Act, namely, Ivanhoe Gold
Corporation Ltd. ». Sywonds, and the
Londonand Western Australian Explora-
tion Co. Lud. v Ricco # 2, 1f s0,is it his
intention to iotroduce amendments to
the Acl to give hetter security for the
lives and bodies of miners; and if so,

when ?

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The Mines Regulation
Bill now hefore the House has heen
introduced with the object of better
regulating the working of mines, and
beyond wmoving certain amendments of
which T am giving notice to-day upon
the recommittal of the Bill, I do oot
propose to introduce any other amend-
ments in consequence of the judgments
referred to.

. QUESTION—TIMBER INSPECTORS
ACCTUSED.

M. MONGER (for Mr. A. J. Wilson)
asked the Minister for Lands: 1, Has
his attention been directed to accusations
madeagainst timber inspectorsin the Arbi-
tration Court as follows: “Mr. Cusack:
Do you know whether the Government
inspectors are in the pay of the com-
panies P—Yes; they bave repeatedly
admitted that in addition to their salary
and travelling allowance they receive
amounts from the fimber companies?” 2,
Will the matter be fully investigated by
the department?

Tus TREASURER (for the Minister)
replied: 1, Yes; some time ago it cawe
to the knowledge of the Department that
some inspectors had done work for com-
panies during their spare time. Instruc-
tions were immediately given to discon-

|
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tinue the practice. 2, The Department
is prepared to receive and consider any
evidence that will show any breach of
those instructions.

BILL—LOAN, £2,467,000.

SECOND READING MOVED.

Trr TREASURER (Hoo. F. Wilson),
in moving the second reading, said: I
have much pleasure in moving the second
reading of this Bill, because it is carry-
ing out what was made a portion of the
policy of the Government of the day, a
policy which we maintain is to open up
this country and develop its resources.
We bave had to consider during the past
month or two the best means of carrying
out that policy, and as forecasted in the
speech which T delivered when introduc-
ing the Estimates, we have decided that
the construction of railways in different
porticns of the country to give cheap
means of trunsit is one of the main items
which will conduce to the successful
carrying out of our policy. We have
also come to the conclusion that improve-
ments to our barbours and rivers and
improvements in water supply, together
with the corrying ont of that great
sewerage scheme for the wetropolitan
area, the development of our goldfields
by assisting prospectors and in other
directions, and the development of our
great agricultural resources, will also
carry out our policy and redound to the
benefit and prosperity of the country.
It way be stated by some critics that we
bave goue rather too far in our loan pro-
posals; but I venture to think that every
inember of this House, and indeed every
citizen of the State which we control at
present, will agree with me that if ever
there was a time when u progressive
polivy of this description was desirable or
justifiable, it is the present time. We
hope that when we get our public works
pelicy—after the House passesthemeasure
—into full swing, it will doaway altogether
with any question of unemployed 1n our
midst, and that it will give investors
renewed courage by the confidence which
they will sce that the Government and
the Parbament of this country have in
the undoubted wealth and possibilities of
our State.
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Policy of Works, Progressive and Eguitable.
We stated some time back that it was
our intention to endeavour to carry out
the programme forecasted in the policy
gpeech of the Premier, delivered at
Bounbury before this session commenced,
aud this measure is the result of our
endeavours to carry out that policy. I
may say at once that in considering the
items of public works to be inecluded in
the Loan Bill, Cabinet have not been
swayed by any desire to favour any por-
tion of the State beyond another. We
have endeavoured to give impartial con-
sideration to the requirements of the
different portions of the State, regurdless
of party or polities. We have also
endeavoured to approach the guestion
from the aspect of what is best in the
interests of the country as a whole, rather
than consider what might advance the
status of one individual section of the
community as against any other section
of the community. Of course it stands
to reason that in drawing up a Bill of this
description we must of necessity have
placed public works in one or
electorate represented by one or another
member of this House; but I hope that
in considering this important matter
members will endeavour to give us credit,
at any rate, for the fact that we have not
shown any favouritism, that we have
treated our political opponents as gener-
ously as our political supporters, and
perbaps more gemerously; and 1 hope
that members will view the matter as we
have endeavoured to view it, from the
standpoinl of what is best for our country
and best to advance the prosperity of
the whole of the State. Turning to the
question of our present finuncial posititm
and our policy of future horrowing, I

may say at once that the whole of the
authorisations, as I explained when I
delivered my Budget Speech, have been
exhausted. With the exception of some
£21,480 local iuscribed stock sold during
the last financial year, be loan which
was floated by the member for Subiaco
(Mr. Daglish)} on the 8th June 1905, for
£1,400,000, exhausted all anthorisations,
so that members will see at once that
Western Australia has been off the
woney maxket during the past 17 months;
and as it is of course not the Govern-
ment’s intention to proceed with any
loan flotation, during the next two or
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three months, because of the unfavour-
able market, it will probably be close up
to two years before we float our next loan
since the previous loan floated by the
member for Subiaco when he was Prewier
and Treasurer,

Money Market Troubles, betier Prospect.

T regret to say, what is a well-known
fuct to hon. members, that the market is
undoubtedly at the present time un-
fuvourable to fHotations. The excessive
gold withdrawals from the Bank of Eng-
land recently, as reported in our local
papers and elsewhere, caused a very high

bank rate of interest, and to-day I believe
the bank yate of interest is 5 per cent.;
s0 members will see that we shall have to
proceed with caution, and I do not propose
to rush the money market, but to wait a
favourable opportonity of placing our
loan requireluents on the market. It is
uecessary that we should come to the
House to obtain authorisations in order
tlat we may take wdvantage of any
favourable opportunity which opens up
in the near future. I am making in-
quiries quietly as to the state of the mar-
ket and as to the likelihood of being sue-
cessful when we place our loan upon it.
Ttind thereisundoubtedly plenty of money
available. Tt is only 2 question of the
price we shall have to pay. I find there
1s pleaty of money available in Australia
at the present time. I propose—and I
do not think 1 sball be injuring my pro-
spects in mentioning it here— in addition
to probably taking advantage of the
Londoen market, as soon as possible next
yeur to endeavour, if T van get favourable
terms, to utilise the Anstralian warket
itsell for some portion of our require-
ments. Of course ir adopting a policy
of this description, it is very necessary to
take into considervation the dJifferent ex-
changes which have to be paid. For
instance, in floating an Australian loan,
it is necessary, in order to be anvthing
like successful, to make the interest
pavable in the different capitals of the
different Stutes of the Commonwealth.
That weans exchange on remitting the
interest. Of course, on the other band,
we bave not to overlook the fact that in
London we have large commitments.
We have ouor interest and sinking fund
moneys to provide in London, and we
bave large mdents to provide for; so that
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by floating a loan on the Liondon market !
we ghall have moneys available in Tondon
without exchange. to meet our respon-
sibilities from time to time as they oceur.
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or equal to £66 3. 5d. per head of our
estimated population at that date—that
is provided that between now and the
end of the 1907-8 financial year we have

* raised the whole of the loan we are now

Effect of Raising this lLoar,

The effect of this Bill will be readily seen
by members if they follow the figures I
am about to quote. The total authori-
sations of Western Australia to the 30th .
June 1906 were £18,273,253. We have
redeemed of that amount £214,700,
and our accumulated sinking fuund is
£1,320,603. These latter being deducted
leave the net indebtedness of £16,737,950,
equalling £f4 3s. 8d. per head of our }
population. If we had to go on the
market to-dayv to raise the sum of money
mentioned in this Loan Will, £2,467,000,
our net liability would be increased of
course very considerably, tp the extent of
£9 8s. 6d. per head of our popaulation; but
I think we may fairly consider that this
loan, which it is proposed shall he spread
over the next two and a-half to three
vears, at any rate two years to two and
a-half years—

Mr. Bara: Do vou mean the raising
of it ?

Tre TREASURER : A good portion,
at least one-half, will be raised early next
year. I reckon we will have to raise 1%
millions next yvear and the balance, the
other million, the following year. T think
we may fairly estimate that the popula.
tion will increase in the same or similar
proportion to what it has done during the
past few years; and if that takes place,
our population at the end of June 1908
should approximate sowmething like |
283,000 people. T find on turning to
the statistics that our population on the
30th June 1904 was 288,000, and that
on the 30th June 1908, that is two years
later, we had increased to 261,000; and '
it is estimated by the statisticians that at -
the end of June 1908, at about the
same rate of increase our popula-
tion will be equal to 283,000 people.
Then if we take into consideration—and
I think we are justifiad in considering
thie fact. in connection with the matter—
that during the next two financial years
we will have paid to our sinking fund an
annual amount of £232567 m 1906-7
and £245,960 in 19¢7.-8, we will find that
our neb liability at the end of the
financial year 1907-8 will be £18,726,423, |

asking Parliament to authorise us to
raise hy this Bill. Of course if the
whole of the loan is not floated during
that period, that is within the next
twenty months—and I think it will be—
but if itis opot, then our indebtedness
per head of the population, providing we
have this moderate estimated increase

. going on, will be pretty well the same as

it is to-day. Thatis the effect of the
Loan Bill so far as the total indebtedness
of the country is concerned,

Loan Fund Accounts, the present Position.
I will now briefly draw attention to the
position of the General Loan Fund and
the Loan Suspense Accounts at the pre-
sent time. Op the 30th Junpe, as 1
mentioned in my Boudget Speech—and it
is impossible I should refrain from
repeating to some extent those figures—

* the balance to credit of the General Loan

Fund amounted to £655,793. But this
was not all available for expendiiure on
Loan Fund undertakings: there was a
sum of £90,000 which had been pro-
vided m excess under previous loan
authorisations for discounts and flotation
expenses ; so that left us with £565,756
on Loan Fund available for Loan Fund
undertakings and works on the 30th June
last. Then we hud expended up to that
time, under the authority of our last
year’s Loan Estimates, a sum of money
from Loan Suspense Account amounting
to £145,362; so that the loan moneys
actuully available for expenditure on the
30th June last amounted to £420,393.
The expenditure since then, that is
during the past four months to the 31st
October, has amounted to £99,557 from
Geperal Loan Fund less the items duly
authorised and ear-marked, and also a
farther £86,549 agaiust LO’[D Suspense
Accouut, or a total uf £186,106 ; leaving
at the present day a balance of only
£234,985 available for public works and
undertakings under loan authorisations.
The position so far as our finwncial
requirements in England are concerned
is briefly as follows. We have un
a.rmngement with the London and West-
minster Bank for an overdraft against
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the Agent General’s account; and on Lhe
81st Octoher it stood af £121,024 debit.
Onr arrangement is for a quarter of a
million, £250,000, at 31 per cent; and
my information goes to show that we
shfull not have muei difficulty in increas-
ing that amount should we require to do
it, and we undoubtedly will have to
in(re-lse that accommodation for several
months before we can go on the mavket.
[Mr. Dagrisr: At what rate?] 1
cannol state anything about the rate at
present. The bank rate is so high that
it would be suicidal for me to endeavour
to wake a1rangements as to rates to-day.
I believe in letting sleeping dogs lie. We
ghall have no necessity to seek assistance
for three or four months hence, by which
time I have every reason to believe that
the financial position will have relieved
itself, and that the bank rate will have

come back to something like its normal-

condition. The Agent General’s over-
draft was £121,024; his require-
ments to the 31st Juune next, including
indents in hand or in fransitn, and also
for interest and sinking fund and for
miscellaneous items, amounnted to
£481,000. So that he shall require at
the end of June next, provided no fresh
indents were sent home, £602,000 for
London expenditure, including of cours:
the overdraft at the present day. These
requirements are spread over the seven
months between now and the end of June,
and we have not very much to meet, until
January next. The November expendi-
ture, and the monih is almost out now,
amounts to £30,000-—here T am stating
round figures. In December we shall
want .£24,000 in London; in January
#£105,000; in February .;E‘.ll 000 ; in
March £17,000; in Apul of course, we
have interest and sinking fund to meet,
and shall require £234,000 in Ma,y we
shall want £34,000; stnd in June
£23,000. So it will readily be seen that
at any rate until the end of January next
no fresh arrangements need be made, but
thut with the arrangement already made
for un overdvaft of a quarter of & million
we bave sufficient to carry us on almost
to the end of January ; and by that time
I hope the bank rate of interest will he
eagier, and if we have to make fresh
arrangements for an extended accommo-
dation, we shall be able to do so on more
advantageous terms than those of the
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' amonnt required to be raised ;

Second reading.

lnst few months with the rate 3% per
cend.

Chiaf Hems of Loan Expewdi‘ure,

Turping to the Loan Bill itself, T now
wish to refer to the schedules principally,
because the clauses do not mterest us
much. The first schedule shows the
and taking

. the first item us an illustration. members

| £224,500;

wil! see that itis simply an estimated
amount, of the administrative cost of
carrying out these several public warks,
which is usually placed in aloan schedule
ot 5 per cent. on the total capital expen-
ditnre for these works by the depurt-
ment.

Mr. ILnisewortE: Arve the sums
quoted estimated to be sufficient to com-
plete the works ?

Tae TREASURER: In nearly every
instunce they are. The first schedule
shows that  for railways, including
works in hand and new works, we
require to raise £1,193,400. In addi-
tion to that, we have available under
existingauthorvitations a sum of £314,715,
and we have an amount to be rewppropri-
ated against these works, as shown in the
second and third schedules, of £32.407,
So that under the heading of * Hail-
ways” we expect to expend, when the
whole of these works and railways pro-
jecled are completed, a totul sum of
£1,540,612. TUnder the beading - Far-
bours and Rivers” we propuse asking
authority from this House to raise
we have a balance available
underexisting authorisations of £109.875,
and the amount to be reappropriated is a
small sum of £146, making a totul ex-
penditure nnder this head of £334,525.
Under *“'Water Supply and Sewerage”
we asl: the House to authorise us to raise
a further sum of £319.500; we havea
balance available under this head under
existing authorisations of £73,136; but
there are two small items under this head
which will have to stand over—for in-
stance the Albany Waterworks, and
when this work is comyleted it is ex-

" pected there will be « balance of £4.237

standing to cvedir, unless fresh requmre-
ments arise during the progress of the
work, I should like to explain in con-
nection with the work at Allany that the
original scheme would have taken the
whole of the expenditure provided; hut a



Loan Bil:

mutual arrungement has been come to

between the member for Albuny {Mr.
Barnett) an the Minister for Warks in

regard to the nature of the scheme, under
which this saving of £1,900 it is expected
will be made. OF course we cannot jnter-
fere with the item uniil the work is
completed ; therefure it must stand over.
I'hen uvuder © Water Supply for Towns
Grenerally ™ there is a balance of £11,36G3,
which [ also propose te allow to remain
standing to the credit of that vote, in
order that we may have from time to
tiime funds available for further works ; so
that there 15 a sum of £393,4136 available
for Water Supply and Scwernge, but
deducting these two items wmounting to
£15,400, which as I have sai1d must stand
over, there is o balance left of £378,036
which will be arailable for expenditure
under the Loan Estimates and under this
Loan Bill. Then under the next heading,
 Development of Goldfields ete.,” we
propose to ask Paurliament to give us
power to raise £138,100; and we have a
balance available under existing authorisa-
tions of £13487, making a tolal ex-
penditure of £151,587. For the * De-
velopment of Agriculture” we are asking
anthority to vaise .£248,700, which in-
cludes the completion of Lhe rabbit-proof
fence, taking £126 600 for that.

Mr. Avewin : You are sure it will be
completed this time ?

Tae TREASURER : Yes, and some- |

thing more—the hon. member will recol-
lect that when he wus in the House hefore
there was to be a fence from north of
Yalgoo across to the sea-coast. Hevert-
ing to the * Development of Aariculture,”
£248,700 is the amount we are asking
Parlinment to anthorise us to raise under
this Bill; and we bave a balance avail-
ahle of £21,096, making a total of
£269,706. But there is also a small
balance standing ander the heading of
* Purchase of Wire Netting,” £11,212, 1
do not propose to touch that item, which
has not been availed of in the past to any
rreat extent. but it is undoubtedly pro-
bable that agricolturists, farmers and
others, muy wish to avail themselves of
the privilege of borrowing wmoney under
this item; therefore T propose to leave
it standing, in order that it may be avail-
able if required by the Minister con-

trolling the Deparﬁuent of Agriculture.
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i So that this, deducted from the total
. amount which I have just given, leaves
£258,584, which we lwve to expend in
connection with the development of our
i greatagricultural pursnits. Under*“Roads
| and Bridges,” hon. wmembers will see
an item of £15,400. Thisisto cover the
amount, and only the amount, which
was voted on last year’s Loan Estimates.
Under © Buildings” we ask for power to
raise £175,900, and departmentally (as I
mentioned when 1 commenced on these
figures) £120,000; so that the total
amount availalle for expenditure is
shown in the Loun Bill as £2,467,000.
That only is the amount which we ask
power to raise; and the total amount to
be expended will be £2,974,644—almost,
three millions of money we shall have
available for expenditure in opening up
and developing this country. And this
is exclusive of any expenditure which
may be made in conunection with the
Metropolitan Water Supply as projected
lust December, when the House passed a
measure increasing the borrowing powers.
Auy funds that will be required in
carrying out the large scheme then put
before the Honse and the country will be
horrowed, as heretofore, through the
Governinent. Savings Bank and from
the Savings Bank funds. I think it
will be conceded that with asum of three
millions, to say nothing of the water
works expenditure, in public works of the
deseription which are mentioned in this
Loan Bill, during the next two years or
two and a-half to three years—I hope for
the shorter period each time—we may
expect to have some direct Deneficial
results. Not only shall we enable
people to go on the land to culti-
vate it, but we shall open up in our
great mining  districts  centres  which
bitherto have hardly been worth working,
and perhaps have not been thoroughly
prospected. By that means I trust, and
also by the employwent which the ex-
penditure of this money will undoubtedly
oive to our artisans aud others, we shall
ser. an example to private investors; and
T hope that they will come along, as they
promised te do, and invest in our in-
dustries and undertakiogs, following the
example of the Parliament and the Gov-
ernment, and that the result will be a
large influx of pupulstion and a great
increase of our prosperity.

|
1
|
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MEr. Anawin : But what about loss of
confidence ?

Tue TREASURER: We bhave, in
addition to the items which I have men-
tioned here, ‘ Discounts and Flotation
Expenses, £31,500;” and it is necessary
I should refer to these, because otherwise
the item might be misleading. It is
usual to allow 5 per cent. to cover dis-
counts and flotation expenses; andbaving,
as I mentioned, £90,000 in hand from
previous authorisations for flotation ex-
penses, it is found necessary to provide
ouly £31,500 in this Bill for that pur-
pose, the two items togetber providing
the 5 per cent. which it 15 estimated will
cover the cust of flotation. The Second
and Third Schedules {page 5 of the Bill)
show the ©* Reappropriations ” which we
propose, amounting in all to £32,643.
Hon. members will see that the Second
Schedule shows the items from which
reappropriations have been nade, and the
Third Schedule shows the items to which
these reappropriations will he applied. It
has been our endeavour, as is the custom,
to keep any reappropriations to works of
a similar character and works in the same
district as far as possible. That custom
is followed in the present instance, and
when the Loan Estimates are introduced
and come before the House hon. members
will see that in the details of these items
we have endeavoured as far as possible to
give effect to the custom.

Sinking Fund.

Ouly one other matter I need refer to in
this measure is in conuection with Claused.
I wish to draw hon. members’ attention
to the provision, the usual provision,
which bas been made for sinking fund in
this Loan Bill, namely that a sinking
fund at the rate of 1 per cent. perannum
shall be maintained, and that the pay-
ments tothat sinking fund shall commence
four years from the date of the first issue
of stock, as has been the custom heretofore.
That is to say, should we float a portion of
this loan early next year, say £1,000,000
or £500,000, or whatever the amount
might be, the payment of sinking fundon
the total amount of the Bill would com-
mence four years later than the date of
flotation. I suppose if we float a loan in
March of next year, then in March of
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cent. of sinking fund to provide for the
redeniption of the loan at maturity.

Loan Works, Old and New.

I do not propose to-night to detain the
House at any great length by going into
the details of the old and the new wurks
projected in this loan measure. Minis-
ters of the several departinents will
explain the items as they come up in
Committee; and wore fully will they
explain them, and every information
that can be given will be given, when the
Loan Estimates are before the Committec.
There will be arwple opportunity to
debate each item, not only when the
Estimates are before the Committee, but
also ag far as the railways are concerned
when the Bills necessary to authorise
the construction of these lines are intro-
duced. It is the infention of the Gov-
ernment, in order to carry out the policy
which thev have put before this country,
to press forward with these works,
should the House pass the Loan Bill
to give them the necessary power to
raise funds for the same — to press
forward with these works which they
consider of such vital importance to
the well-being of the State. We hope
that we shall be able, when we get the
sunction of Purliament, to coustruct
during the next 12 months five or six at
any rate of the railways which have heen
projected.

Railmays under Construction.
Before mentioning the new works in
detail, I may inform the House that the
three railways which at the present time
are under construction, and the one which
has been completed, are in the following
position. Goomalling-Dowerin, as the
House is awure, is completed and has
been handed over to the working Rail-
ways Department.  Wagio-Dumbleyung,
it 13 hoped by the Works Departinent,
will be completed next month. Katan-
ning-Kojonup is well advanced, and it is
anticipated that this line also will he
completed at the end of February next.
The Collie-Narvogin line, which of course
is more extensive in charucter, being a
line of a much heavier description than
the light agricultural lines to which I
have just referred, is in the following
position. The section from Narrogin to

1911 we should begin to pay this 1 per | Darkan has been handed over to the
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Working Railways Branch, and the
rails to couple up between Darkan and
Collie have all been delivered at Bunbury.
The work is now being pusbed on, close
on 300 hands being emploved on it. Per-
haps I may be purdoned for taking some
little credit to the Government for the
energy they have displayed—energy
which T regret to say has been the subject
of rather severe criticism more than once
during the last 12 mouths—energy dis-
played in carrying out the works which
were authorised by Parliament  last
December. I think it has established a
record in the history of this State to have
railways, even short light lines snch as
these undonbtedly are, with the exception
of the Collie-Narrogio line, put in hauedand
completedand handed over to the Working
Railways Branch within 12 wmonths,
This estublishes » recordatallevents in the
history of Western Australia, it not in
the history of Awnstralasia. The main
interest, of course, centres in our new
proposals, and I ioay say that the
Government intend to introduce certain
measures to this House, and with the
assistance I hope of our friends on the
Opposition benches, including the Leader
of the Oppesition, to pass these Bills.

New Railways Proposed.
We intend to introduce Bills immediately
for the extension of the Greenbills rail-
way, and we hope also that the House
will sanction a measure to counstruct a
railway from Ravensthorpe to Hopetoun.
The Dounylbrook to Preston line will be
another measure, and the Coolgardie to
Norseman, al any rate the first section,
and the Nurrogin to Wickepin, in addi-
tion to the Bill before the House for the
completion of the railway between Arma-
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dale and Jandakot—these Bills will all -

be pushed forward, and with the sanction
of this House I hope we will be enabled
to put the works in hand immediately. If
time permits, the other Railway Bills
enumerated in this loan wmeasure will
also be introdueced ; and I may say tha
persomally I am anxious, and I believe
the majority of my colleagues are anxious,
that we should if possible pass the Port
Hedland to Marble Bar Bill. [MEssERs:
Hear, hear.] 1 believe thab in that dis-
trict by means of the railway which it is
proposed to cowstruct, at any rate to
Marble Bar, we shall be taking a first
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step to open up a new territory, a
ferritory which iz undoubtedly rich in
mineral and pastoral wealth, a terri-
tory which I believe is destined to
sustain a very large population in the
very near future. The lines which I have
referred to have all been surveyed, or at
any rate if they have not all been surveyed
gome of them have been and the survey
of others is in hand, with-the possible
exception of the Ravensthorpe-Hopetoun
line, and the permanent survey of that
line is to be commenced immediately. For
the Greenhiils to Quairiding line, a
distance of 30 miles, the perwmanent
survey is practically completed, and
tenders can be called early next year for
this work if the House sanctions its
coustruction. As regards the Ravens.
thorpe to Hopetoun line, which is the
one we counsider of very great urgency,
opening up as it will a centre which has
undoubtedly shown itself to be worthy of
railway communication and which is at
the present time carrying u considerable
and increasing population, the permanent
survey of this line should be completed
within about three months, and almost
immediately thereafter, say in four or
five months from now, tenders can be
called and the work commenced. With
regard to the Donnybrook-Preston line,
a distance of 50 miles, the permanent
survey is well in hand, about 10 miles
having heen completed, and the whole
survey ought to be finished within the
next six months, so that tenders can
perbaps be called about the middle
of next year. As to tbe Coolgardie-
Norseman line, a permanent survey, as
hon. members are aware, has been made
direct; but since it is now proposed
to build this line ¢ia Higginsville,
it will be necessary to make a
survey of the proposed deviation; and
if the Bill is passed, that will not
interfere with the calling of tenders for
the first section, perhaps from Coolgardie
to Widgiempoltha. These tenders can be
called within a couple of months after
the measure is pussed. The permanent
survey of the Narrogin-Wickepin Rail-
way, 30 miles, is practically completed,
and there is nothing to hinder that work.
As members are aware, the Jandakot.
Armadale Railway is now being surveyed,
and the Bill for the construction of that
railway is before the House. The sur-
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vey will be finished next week or within
10 days, aud tenders will be called For
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that line within a very short tiwe after .

the end of the present month. A per-
manent survey of the proposed Port
Hedland-Marble Bar Railway bas been
completed, and if we have time Lo pass
the Bill during the present session, ten-
ders will he called at a very early dute.
There is a question as to the kind of
slegpers to be used on that railway, which
will receive very careful consideration.
It has been suggested, and the engineers
are in favour of it, that steel sleepers
should be used for this railway, in order
to withstand the ravages of white ants;
but we must, before deciding to import
steel sleepers, be perfectly sure that our
own jarrah timbers will not do for the
purpose. The Minister for Works in-
tends to wake exhaustive inquiries in
countries such as Queensland and South
Africa as to the utility of steel sleapers
as compared with timber sleepers. It
has been veported that in those countries
where steel sleepers were used wmany
years ago, they are now going back
to the use of timber sleepers. Tf that
be so, and our timbers have a reasonable
life, without going into the guestion of
cost I think we must endeavour as far as
possible to stand by the local article and
adopt jarrah sleepers in preference to the
imported artiele. The same remarks apply
in reference to the Newcastle-Bolgart
railway. ‘The survey is completed and
tenders can be called at an early date
when the House sanctions its construe-
tion. The remaining lines will have to

be permanently surveyed, aud it is pro-

posed to put this work m bhand as
promptly as possible after the work now
being carried out by the department is
completed, and to have everything in
readiness so as to get the Bills imtroduced
as early as possible when FParliament
meets next session.

Agrieuttural Railweays not yet Locafed.
Passing from the specific lines meuntioned
in this Bill, I desire to draw the atlen-
tion of the House to the item of £100,000
provided for < Agricaltural Railways
Generally.” OF course it goes without
saying that we eannot get the informa.
tion quickly enough to decide us fo every

agricultural line thot is requirved, and |
. bers, it 1 proposed that the clauses in

which it is thought desirable to vonstruct.
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Therefore in order that {here muy be no
delay when the information is at hand,
and that we may have the funds to carry
out auy works which may be authorised
hy this Parliament, we have put this item
of £100,000 on the Schedule in order
to provide for districts which bave not
yet been fully inquirved into. Of course
members will readily understund that
this does not give the Government power
to expend the money. It only gives them
power to raise the money, to have it in
readiness when we receive the authorisa-
tion of Parliament to carty outavy works
in connection with any agricultural rail-
ways we way bring before Parliament.

Other New Werks— Fremantle Dack, ete.
With regard to the item « Harbours and
Rivers,” T think perhaps it is ounly neces-
sary for me here to refer to the item of
£50,000 in connection with the Fremantle
Dock and Siip.

Me. Borron: Au absolute farce.
is only to hoodwink the people,

Tae TREASURER : [ beg the bon.
member’s pardon ; but if he listens to
me he will prebably find out that it is to
carry out a great work. Members are
perhaps nolt aware that in connection
with the " Fremantle Dock and Slip ™ vote
there is au unexpended Dalance of
£59,324 ulready im the bands of the
Treasurer. We propose to add £50,000
to this, to give a total of £109.324.

Mr. AnawIin: What are you going to
dv with it ?

Tar TREASURER : We have put
the £50,000 in this Loaw Bill because at
the present time there seems to be u
strong impression, not only ou this side
of the House bat I believe on the other
side of the House also, that a work of
this magnitade, of this description,
should be carried out by the Government
and not by the Harbour Trust. Almost
every member who has spoken in con-
nection  with the Hurbour Trust Act
Awmendment Bjll has expressed his
opinion that a work of this description
should be carried out by the Government
und then handed over to the Harbour
Trust. The Governinent are not adverse
to utilising the expert skill of the Public
Werks Departmen! to goustruct a waork
ol this description; and therefore if that
is the opinion of the majority of mem-

It



Lo I :

120 Noviugek, 1906,

the Bill now before the House authoris. '

ing the Hurbour Trust to construct this
work shall le eliminated. The meusure
itself is wunted; and without these clauscs,
it will be a very useful measure in

order to give the Trust power to raise

the necessary income to meet expenses. If
it is the opioion of the House, und I
believe it is, we shall drop the
clauses authorising the Harbour Trust
to construct the dock, and the Govern-
went will take it in hand. Of course
before »  work of this imagnitude
cun be iaken in hand, there must he a
thorough nquiry as to site und a thor-
ough understanding as to the bridges,
and there must lw complete plins and

—

specifications, which perbaps mewbers

are not so conversant with as T am
myself, in order that we may kuow
exactly what we are going to do and to
what we are going to comumit the country.
It will take u considerable time to get
that infarmation.

Mr. Awewiv: [ suppose vou kuow
that £30,000 of that £50,000 is alrendy
spent,

Tue TREASURER: The how. inem-
ber will have an opportunity of giving
to the House all that information with
which his Lrain is overflowing. A work
of this description will entail consider-
able time. Tt may be at lenst 12 months
before we can get o start with the work,
before we cau decide on the specification
and site, and as to what we are going to
do with the bridges and river traffiec. It
may be thut certain existing rights wmay
be wterfered with when the sile 1s
selected; amd it is just probable or
possible that we way have to obtain
special -information. It will take 12
wonths to gt all the information, and it
may possibly be desirable—the Minister
controlling the department will probahly
tell the House that in his opinion it is
desirable—that we should bave further
expert advice on the site before deciding
on it. [Mk. Avawin: More waste of
money.] When we have all the inforna.-
tion to place on the table so that memn-
bers may see what the whule schewme is,
then it will be found that £160,000 will
ab any rate carry on the work for some-
thing like 18 months or two years from
the present date. TFhere is not the
slightest doubt about that. I do not

care whu is in power, whether it be the
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hon, member for East Fremantle (Mr.
Augwin), I defy him to get such a great
work considered and under way befure
then.

M=z, Bovrron: Then why promise it?

Mz fruixgworTE: Why not borrow
enotzl to do the whole of the work ?

Ter TREASURER : I have said
sifficient on this item of the “ Fremantle
Dock wund Slip” I propose we shall
carry out the work after it has been
sunctioned by the House, and that we
shall then borrow the necessary nioney
to complete it from time to time as-the
work progiesses. It is not necessury to
nrovide for the total amount of the cost
of a work of thig description, more
aspecially as ut the present time we do
vot kunow what its cost will be.

Mr. Avewin: Yoo might provide a
quarter of it.

Coast Lighthouses.

Tuwr TREASURER: It is necessary
that I should make a few vemarks in
conuection with the item, * Lighthouses,
£33.800.° We are proposing these
lighthouses which this £33,300 will pro-
vide, because it is understood, in fact
it is very probable, that the Federal
Gioverminent will shortly be taking over
the lighting of the Australian coast. If
thut comes about, the lights we are so
badly in meed of for the protection of
navigation vn our North-West coast may
be delaved for several vears to come.
Thervefore the Governmenl have deter-
wined to ask this House to give the
nevessary authority to raise money in
order to establish four lighthouses. One
will be at Cape Luscription, at the north
emil of Dirk Hartog Island ; another will
be at Point {loates, some 90 miles south
of North-West Cape; the third will be
on K-dout lsland, a low-lying coral
island on the track of the steamers frem
Part Hedland to Broome; and the fourth
will be at Point Leveque, at the entrance
to King Sound. These ave all lights
said to be badly nveded by those who
have been navigating our coast for the
past 20 years. We propose to get these
works in hand as quickly as possible, so
that if the Federal Government fake over
the lighting of the Anstralian coust, at
any rute we then chall have lighthouses
estublished that are zo desirable at the
present juncture.
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Water Supply, Sewerage, Boring.

With regard to the several items under
“ Water Supply and Sewerage,” the
amount set down in this Bill will
complete the whole of the scheme for
Perth, Fremantle, und suburbs, and it
also covers 4 sum of money for the pur-
pose of boring for artesian water in the
North-West and Iimberley. I think
members will support me when I suy that
this portion of our territory, including
the Pilbarra Goldfield, to which I have
briefly referred earlier in my remarks, has
been to a great extent neglected, and that
it is deserving of more attention than we
have been able to give it during the past
nine or ten years. When we consider the
great increase in owr flocks of sheep and
herds of cattle in the North-West, and
when we think of the near approach of
the time when we shall have to export
beef and mutton and to establish re-
frigerating works for that purpose in the
North-West, and when we think of the
great developwent which will eventuate
providing we can raise sufficient funds to
open up this country thoroughly by the
provision of water, then I think we must
come to one conclusion, that the money
we may be able to provide for opening up
that vast territory will be money well
expended, and will result in direct benefit
to the whole community.

Goldfields Development, elc.
Another item I will briefly mention
ig ¢ Development of Goldfields and
Mineral Resources, £138,100.”" Thisalso
I need not labour, because the Miniater
for Mines will be sble to give the House
full information when the item comes up.
But I do think, with those hon. members
who represent the mining constituencies
of Western Ausiralia, that we cannot be
oo generous in the expenditure of money,
wisely and judiciously of course, in open-
ing up further mineral centres and the
development of that great industry to
which Western Australia owes so much
during the past 14 or 15 years. It has
often been admitted in this House and
on public platforms that. the prospurity of
Western Australia las been primarily
due to the gold-mining industry. T do
aot think any member will refrain from
agreeing with me that the gold-mining
industry has not by any means seen its
last days, that the industry is rather in
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its inception, and that with care and per-
sistence and the due expenditure of money,
we have before us very many years of a
prosperous future for this great. industry
which has dmme so much for us in the
past.

Agricultural Development.

With regard to the “ Development of
Agriculture,” this includes, as I said,
the completion of the rabbit-proof fence ;
and T thiok the remarks 1 huve Juat
made in connection with the gold-wining
industry may well be repeated in connec.
tion with theagricultural industry. For,
much as we may commend the gold-
mining industry, yet we must naturally
look to our great agricultural industry to
coutinue the permanent setilement and
prosperity of Western Australia; and I
think the money which we are now asking
authority to raise in order to assist
settlement on our lands will bring a ten-
fold return to this State, a return many
times over the amount of money we now
propose to expend.

Roads and Bridges, Public Buildings, eéc.
With regard to “Roads and Bridges,”
this amount will just cover the expendi-
ture of last year. The *"Public Build-
ings" item of £175,000 is principally
covered by an expenditure of £50,000
in connection with the Lunatic Asylum
at Claremont, which is at present in a
state of iucomplet-eness. It is proposed
that the £50,000 shall be expended
in providing machivery, machinery block,
farm-steading, laundry building, with
mortuary and different kinds of wards
required for chronic and acute patients,
also a sick-and-infirm ward, and an
isolation ward. It is also proposed—
and these items can of course be
more fully discussed when the Loan
Estimates are before the House—that we
should construct the Perth Art Gallery
from this item. Members are awure
that it was promised some three ur four
years ago that this work should be put
iz hand and pushed forward to com-
p\etion, when the foundation-stone was
laid by their Royal Highnesses the Duke
and Duchess of York, now Prince aud
Princess of Wales. It is also proposed
to inelude in this item the completion of
the 0ld Men's Depét, the extension of
the Government Printing Office (which I
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referred to during the debate on the
gencral Estimates), the erection of
abatteirs at Kalgoorlie, also several main
schools, the details of which will be seen
when the Loan Estimates come down.

Prudence and good Courage.
To return once more, in conclusion, to
tbe question of raising a loan in the
near future, let me repeat that itis not
tbe intention of the Government to rush
the money market, though we do want
the anthority of Parliament in order that
we way be able to finance antil the
market is favourable, and then we may
hope to raise sufficient money for the
requiremenis of this country on terms at
any rate as favourable as the last lean,
if not more favourable. The last loan
was for £1,400,000; it was floated, as I
mentioned at the inception of my re-
marks, on the 8th June 1905; the rate
of interest was 3% per cent., abd the
minimuwmn price per bond £96 10s; the
flotation expenses amounted to £2 8s.
8d. per cent., 50 that the net proceeds of
that loan available for expenditure were
£94 1s. 4d.; accrued interest had
accumulated in  the meantime to
£10,493, which reduced the net proceeds
to £93 6s. 4d. per cent.; and the actual
rate of interest on the whole loan, allow-
ing for redemption at par on the date of
maturity, 1st May 1935, is calculated to
be £3 17s. 7d. per cent. Let me com-
mend this measure to the House. 1 hope
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that hon. members, in discussing the .

Bil, not only in this second-reading
debate but when in Committee, will bear
in mind that the future of our State
depends on a progressive policy of the
kind which we bave here outlined;
depends nut on begrudging facilities to
one centre because another centre cannot
have the same facilities provided at the
same time, but depends on our having
generous regard for the requirements of
the different districts which in the
opinion of the House will bring a direct
retiurn from those facilities when pro-
vided; that members will view these
proposals apart from party feeling, apart
trom the question as to whether they
affect any individoal wember or any
section of members ; that they will bear
in mind only that the aim of this Gov-
ernment and the aim of Parliament
ought to be, and is [ am sure, to advance
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the best interests of the State by the
best means at our disposal. (General
applause.)

On wotion by Mgr. Barn, debate
adjourned (after arrangement as to date)
until the vext Thursday.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1906-7.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the previous Thursday,
Mzr. ILLinoworTH iu the Chuir.

Pusuic Worgs Derarrstent (Hon.
J. Price, Minister).

Vote—Public Works and Buildings,
£228,931

ON WORKS GENERALLY.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
presenting the Estimates of the Depart-
ment of Public Works to the House, 1
desire to make one or two observations of
a more or less general character in con-
nection with the varions items which T
now bring forward. It will be in the
knowledge of members of this House
that the Public Works Department
is in the position of builders and
contractors to the other departments
of the State. In addition to that, the
Minister controlling this department is
called on to administer the Goldfields
Water Supply, the Metropolitan Water-
works Board, and several other water
schemes. From time to time we hear a
cry from those seeking the suffrages of
the people that there should be some
attempt made to lessem the cost of
administration. That cry is not peculiar
to members on one side of this House—
we all join in it; but I venture to suy
that when one gets into a position where
information is ready to hand, sometimes
one is not inclined to think that things
areas bad as they are occasionally painted.
Of this much I am certain, that all
Ministers, from whichever side they may
be drawn, are anxious and desirous to get
the best value for the money expended,
and that all Governments are sincere in
their efforts to effect economies. Not
only does that apply to Ministers con-
trolling the several departinents, but it
also applies (in so far as the Works De-
partment is concerned) to all the chief
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officers in the department. From wmy
experience in office during the last six
nmonths, I can say that on all hands I
have found a sincere and earnest attempt
to lessen the cost of administration.

Mr. Axewin: You have been con-
verted in the last six months.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1t
is interesting in this conuection to com-
pare the cost of administration of the
Public Works Department of this State
with those of the East,and for that pur-
pose I have got out a few figures which
may prove interesting to the House,
Unfortunately my investigations only
went so far as expenditure in connection
with revenue is concerned. In New
South Wales T find that in 19034 the

percentage of administrative cost to
expenditure was 16:6; in 19045,
1556; in 1905-6, 16-6. In Victorin,

in 1903-4 it was 26:36; in [004.5, 2556,
In Queensland, in 1903-4 it was 17-73;
in 1904-5, 20-62; in 1905-G, 1745 Iu
our own State the cost of adnnnistiation
for the last four years has been as fol-
lows: In 1902.3, loan cxpenditure 49,

revenue 810; in 1903-4, loan 5986,
revenue 610; in 1904.5, loaw 062,
revenue 906; in 1905.6, loan 946,

revenue 959

Mer. Dasrisa: That is a big ingrense.

Tue MINISTER : While these figures
show that the administrative cost as com-
pared with the expenditure is consider-
ably less in percentage in this State than
n some of the Eastern States, the figures
also show that during the past four years
there has been a steady anrd consistent
increase. It will be my endeavour to, if
possible, bring that fgure down to its
old dimensions; and in thut respect I
may say that cerlain economies have been
effected in my department, to the credit
for which I do wot lay claim because
many of them have been wade on the
advice of officers of the department, who
are equally anxious with myself to cut
down the administrative cost. 1 have
every hope that the cost of aliministra-
tion on loan and revenue expenditure
taken together for the current year will
be at ali events under 7 per cent.
Sinee the end of the year 1806 several
eeonomnies have been coffeeted. For o
stance, the services of five offivials have
been dispensed with, the totul saluries
paid to those gentlewnen amounting to
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£975, and there have been no correspond-
ing appointments. ; Menser: What are
the names of the officials referred to?]
I huve their names here, and T shall
be very pleased to show them to the
hot, mewber if he desires the informa-
tion; but it is rather out of the way to
make these thiogs public. At all events,
we effecteld by that mewns an economy of
a sum of about £1,000 o year; and not
only that, but previous to my appoint-
wment  cousiderable  saviungs had  been
cifected by the reorgunisution of the ac-
countancy branch of the Public Works,
amounting m all to sume £1,100 a vear.
Again, wy have been fortunate in making
economics in the lessened cost for tele-
phones and sv on, making in all alarge
amd substantial decrease of our adminis-
tration cost. We have also in view farther
proposals for reduction (or rather ve-
arrangement would be o more accurate
termn to describe the operation) of the
staff, which proposals we intend to go
into next year. On the whole, T think I
can sce my way clear to bring down the
adwinistrative cnst of the department to
the fizure which T Lave previously men-
tioned. But not only do we wish to Lring
down administrative cost. Tam sure it
will be the desive of all members of the
House that the moneys which we spend
shall be carefully spent. There are works
existing—I do not wish to indulge in
anything of a recriminatory nature, and 1
shall not meation by whom or when these
works were undertaken—but there are
works which 2ll of us can call to mind,
works coustrocted at all sorls of times.
which are altogether of too extravagant a
pature for the purpnse for which they are
intended.  Again, there 1s another point

- which frequently loads to increased cost of

work, and that is the alteration of con-
tracts after they have been let. I am
glad to say that lust vear my department
let 145 contriacts, 125 heing State cun-
tracts and 20 Federal contracts, and that
of this nuwbei it was found n=cessary to
alter the work iu only five cases. That,
[ think, is a state of uffairs on which the
House will congratulate itself, because, as
all of us know, it is the custom of the
ordinary contractor, whenever an extra
comes along, to seize the opportunity to
make increased profits for bimself, that
being simply bunuin uature. It will be
within the knowledge of all mewbers
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who have had anything to do with public
contraets, that many contractors hy
careful arrangement of their schedules
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1906-7 is 181. This figure 131, by the

o oway, does not jnclude, as does ihe first

look 10 making their profits out of any

extras which may eventuate. In so far
ns the Public Works Departinent was
concerned last year, I think it will be
agreed that the fact of having to ulter
only five contracts out of u total of 145
shows that careful counsideration was
evineed by those officials whoe had to deal
with such works before they were put in
hand. There is another point in connec-

tion with the Estimates now before the -

House, and that is that all salaries of
whatever deseription have hean placed on
the Bstimates. For some years past it
has been the enstoms to chivvge up the
salavies of all surveyors and drattsmen
engaged in works of the metropolitan
sewerage boards to the seweraye fund.
This vear those salaries are shown in

figure I wentioned, 176, re-votes or
mrants fur roads. Now T have to refer to
the deecrease of £19,000 in the roads und
bridees votes throughout the State, 1
think it will be gratifying to members of
the ffonse to learn the effect of the
departnental netion initiated by my pre-
decessor, the present Trepsurer, who
sugrested to the roads boards that it was
desiralile they should rate ot all events
up 1o threefitths of the maximum, and
stated that he would seriously consider
their action in this respect when he cante
to muke grants in aid. I think it will
be gratifying to the House to know that
my pradecesssr’s action wiil  probably
result this yewr in an increase of

- £12,653 in the rate revenues of the roads

extenso in the Estimates; and I think |
hon. members will agree with me that -

this is a very desirable practice, because it
gives a true and accnrate statement of all
the officers employed by the department.
1 may say that the salaries are affected to
thisextent, that theve is charged in salaries
this year on the present Estimates £880
which last year would have been cbarged
against the sewerage.
is not my intention just now to refer
much to individual itews, there is one
item which shows a very striking increase,
nid un which therefore I think the
House is entitled to have some informa-
tion. I vefer to the large increase in
the temporary assistance vote, un increase
of £3524 I wmay explain that that
increased vote is caused almost entirely
by extra employment on the sewerage
scheme now about to be carried out, and

Although it

buards on the rate revenues which they

vaised, uver the last year of which
we huve o complete record, namely
1904-5. 1t will be secn, therefore, from

these figures that despite the fact that
the rouds hoard vote has been'decreased
by £19,004, the roads boards have Leen
indaced to take o more serious view of
their responsibility, and to help them-
selves to the extent of an increase of
£12,000 in their rates. That is a very
satisfactory state of affairs, and I think

~ that in view of it we can safely say that

also on the extra work entailed in the °
wey of preparation for agricultural rail- -

ways in connection with the Loan Bill
now before the House.

Mr. H. Brown: What about the
Metropolitan Water Scheme?

Tue MINISTER: T shall come to
that, if the bon. member will vuly con-
tain his soul in patience. Last year the
Works Department votes were well taken
up.  There were 176 works contemplated
in 1905-6, and the wumber left over on
the 30th Juue 1906 was ouly 10, Since
then, the number put in huud bas been

three; and the number contemplated for

the sphere of usefulness of these local
anthorities is not likely to bu waterially
diminished owing to the action of the
Government in reducing the vote, On the
other bhand, the Government by their
action huve succeeded in imbuing these
people with o proper appreciation of the
responsibilities which full upon them.
Of course this criticism does not apply
to ull roud boards. There are many
boards in this State which for years past
have recognised their responsibility, and
have rated o a reasunable and fair
mauner; but there are others—and the
list iz shown in the Public Works Report
—which I think houn. members will agree
with me have heen lamentably deficient
in recognising their respousibilities in
this respect. There is dislinet evidence
that muny of the heards which in the
pitst have heen {runseressors are waking
up, ind I see before me, tn the increased
sense of responsibility which many of
these bourds are displaying, a much
brighter future in so far as the useful-
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ness of many of these local authorities is

concerned. It must be remembered that
there is a mnatural tendency to expend
money which comes easily, more care-
lessly than money would he expended if
the cash devoted to various works were
more largely drawn from the pockets of
ratepayers. May I be permitted fo say
a few words on the two considerable
schemes which it is my business to ad-
minigter—I refer to the Melropolitan
Waterworks and tbe Goldfields Water
Supply. In so far as the Metro-
politan  Waterworks Board is con-
cerned there has beem a gradual
diminution in administrative cost. In
19034 it was 1309 per cent, in
1905-6 it was 115 per cent.; and the
estimate for this year, an estimate which
I think fair and reasonable, is 11-2 per
cent. Last year the Waterworks Board
spent on capital account, mostly in the
way of permaneunt reticulation and meters,
a sum of £22,066. The estimated expen-
diture on capital account for this year
amounts to some £55,000, and all this
expenditure will work in with the
Caunning scheme, which the House author-
ised last session. In reference to that
work I may say that it will be seriously
approached during the coming recess. I
am sure hon. memrbers will recognise that
while Parliament is sitting, what with
preparation of Bills, satisfying the very
legitimate inquiries of members, und the
multiplicity of work which devolves on
Ministers during the session, it would be
nnwise to try to take into serious and
complete consideration the details of a
big scheme such as this—the calls upon
a Minister’s time are too many. Atall
events, I can assure the House and the
metropolitan area generally that this
scheme has nof been lost sight of, -and
that a commencement may be expected
in the near futvre. [Mr. H. Brown:
‘When you raise the next loan?] We

need not now consider the question as to

where the cash is to come from: it is
not npecessary to put the work in the
Loan Bill. -(ertain hon. members by
their interjections show that they lack
appreciation of the finuncial provisions of
the Bill passed last year. In so faras

this year is concerned, 777 new boundary

services have been laid, and 1.500 are
contemplated for the coming year. There
has been some doubt as to the ability
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of the departinens to supply the requisite
water for Perth during the coming
summer; but certain  udditions have
been made to the plant at one of the
bores, and T think we can reasonably
hope to meet all requirements. These
additions, however, must be looked
on as being only of a purely temporary
nature, becanse in the near future it will
be an absolute necessity to obtain some
moreased water supply for this district.
For that reason alone T feel it my duty
to take into earnest consideration, with a
view to an early start, the Canning
scheme which the House adopted last
year. So fur as the Goldfields Water
Supply adwinistration is concerned, I
have o few figures which may be of in-
terest. The revenue last year was
£150,000, and the expenditure £44,500,
[Mr. Bare: Is that to the 30th June
19067} Yes. Reserves of £11,000 are
not included. The pumping cost last
year was 83d. per thousand gallons, the
maintenunce cost 9d., distribution 33d.,
and administration Id. per thousand
gallons. The revenue earned since the
commencement of sales amounts to
about half a willion, and the bad debts
total about £500, or £1 in £1,000. The
percentage of administrative cost to
income has been 1-53. The annual interest
bill which was paid this year amounts
to £96,000. The sinking fund bill
amounts to £85,000, of which £7,000
was paid. In addition, certain sums
were put aside with a4 view to accrued
maintenance in connection with deteriora-
tion over and above what may naturally
be expected. I am glad to assure this
House, from a personal inspection of the
pipe line, that so farag external corrosion
is concerned the pusition is not a serious
one. For some wonths past we have been
opening up the line at various points,
and in all I think there are not more
than six miles of the pipe line affected.
The points affected are where the line
runs through low-lying country. Where
the pipes have been exposed, the corrosion
and rust have been cleaned off, and
where perfuration bas actually taken
place, repairs have been satisfactorily
effected. This, while @ serions matter
because it means increased maintenance
charges rather wore than we expected
when the scheme was initiated, still 1s a
neatter which can well be kept in hand. 1
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do not think thatanything serions is likely
to happen so far as external corrosion
of the pipes is concerned. I am glad to
say thut agreements are almost completed
with the Mines "Trust and with the
different local authorities for the supply
of domesiic water, and m making these
agreements the first principle I have had
in mind is to retain the present revenue
and to offer alluring terms to take in-
creased water, 1t is only by making use
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of the water, or shall 1 say waste of -

water, a5 common on the fields as it is in
metropolitan area, that we can hope to
make this scheme a success. If the
price for excess water remained as it is, 1
think we could have but little hope that
individuals on the fields would be inclined
to use' an increased quantity of water,
but by decreasing the price for over a
certain gnantity I think we may have
every reason to expect an increased con-
sumption, so that while we maintain our
present revenue with certainty, we may
also expect by reason of the increased
consumption to add something to our
revenue. I should like to call atien-
tion to ome vemark which oceurs in
the report of the Commissioner for Rail-
ways so far as the scheme is concerned.
He draws attention to the low price
charged to some eonsumers for scheme
water; and on the ground that the
Railway Department is one of the biggest
consumers, he argues that the Railway
Department is entitled to a considerable
reduction in price. I feared in fixing up
this Mines Trust agreement that their
argument would be the same as the argu-
ment of the Commissioner of Railways
to get a reduction,
of the department for many vears to open
up new avenues of consumption, and if by
quoting a low price for such an industry
as market gardening we can induce a
consumption of water in that direction
which has been practically nonexistent in
the past——

Mr. Batu: Do you wean market
gardening as a commercial undertaking ¥

Tue MINISTER: Yes; if we can
create a demand for water in that direc-
tion it will be an addition to the revenue.
I feared that the Mines Trust would be
inclined to use it as an argument in ask-
ing for a reduction in their price; but
unlike the Commissioner of Railways,

Tt has been the aim
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pointed it out to them,and they said that
no matter what price we suw fil to charge
for water for market gardening purposes,
they saw that any revenue derived from
such a source would increuse the revenue
of the scheme, and that we were justified
in offering tempting quotations so far as
the price of water is concerned in order to
open up new avenues for consumption.
I trust that when the Commissioner of
Railways goes into this aspect of the
question he will take a broad view of it
as do the Mines Trust in Kalgoorlie.
His position is very similar to theirs.
If he were to compare his price with the
price paid by those minés retaining ab-
solute freedom as to what amount of
water they use, it would be a fair com-
parisor. He would then find that he in
no way suffers by the price the Railway
Department is charged.

Mr. Axewin: You also wish to take
away his traflic.

Tre MINISTER: I would not mind
the loss of traffic to the Railway Depart-
ment if by this movemeut we could
supply the population of the goldfields
with a large supply of vegetubles at a
cheaper rate than is at present ruling up
there. During the past year among the
public works undertaken have been con-
tracts for the exteusion of the jetty 300
feet and the mole 500 feet at Bunbury;
also the dredging to 33 feet of the Banjo
section in the harbour at Albany.

Me. Dacrisn: You are dealing with
Loan Estimates.

The MINISTER: I am dealing with
the work of the department for the last
vear, which T think is a fair thing to do.

Tre CHAIRMAN : The question is
“ Revenue Estimates,” not Loan Esti-
mates.

Tae MINISTER: These are works
carried out by the department last year.
I thought 1 was in order in dealing with
them.

Tue CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
is quite in order in referring to them, but
oot in discussing them.

Tue MINISTER: Certain improve-
ments to the Swoan River were carried
out, und a considerable amount of boring.
A supply of artesian water of 140,000
gallons per day has been struck at Broome
at a depth of 1,450 feet. T am sure that
must be satisfactcry news, It indicates

they recognised the position when T | that the Government in their policy of
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boring for artesian water may have fair
hope of success in other parts of the
great North - West. A considerable
awount of boring has been done in agri-
cultural districts at sites located by The
Engineer for Water Supply and the Sur-
veyor Greneral, along the Great Southern
Railway and in other purts. Turiog the
year a tutal depth of 6,250 feet has heen
attained in the various bores, and en-
couraging results have been obtained all
round. I have endeavoured in coa-
nection with these estimates to avoid
specific items. I quite recognise that
with many men there are many
winds, aml that what might strike
me as a fair provision for a certain dis-
trict might strike others as totally in-
sufficient or altogether oo large.  There
has been no wilful intention on my purt
to use these estimates for any political
purpose. T can honestly assure members
that I have endeavoured, as faras I could,
to give a fair and reasonable deal where
the most pressing requirements lay. If I
have failed in that, it is not owing to an
endeavour on my part to make the dis-
tribution of these moneys the medium for
anything in the nature of a political
bribe.

Mz. Barti: Then you must have dis-
appointed your electors in view of the
pamphlets you issued at your election.

Tae MINISTER: I hope wembers
will recognise that it the position I
have ta,keu up. As Isaid just now, I fully
expect to find differences of opinion, but
I alge expect that I can give cogent
reasons for the various provisions made.

Mg, Hormaw: Can you give good
reasons for those that have not heen
made?

Tag MINISTER: I can. The wmost
effective reason is that the money is not
there to give to many works which it
would have given me the greatest pleisure
to have seen on these Estimates.

Mz. HoLyaw: You have plenty here
that are not necessary.

Tue MINISTER : I cunnotaltogether
agree with that view. Jf the hon.
member, as T believe, will deal fairly with
wme in this matter and will wait until he
has queried some of these items and
heard my explanations, I think he will be
sutisfied that at all events fair considera-
tion has been given to the various require-
ments of the various districts of the State.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Discussion yenerally.

I recognise that the couniry’s interests
are protected by reasonable inguiry into
the financial proposals of the Govern-
ment, and it shall be my Jduty and my
pleasure to give hon. members the fullest
information in reply to their legitimate
inguiries.

[General discussion ensued on Works.]

Mg. BATH : The Minister assured us
of his intentiou to economise i the cost
of the administration of the Public Worlks
Departmeat, and probably his intentions
were honourable in that respect; hut so
far as the proposed expenditure on ad-
ministration during the financial year
ending the 30th Jure 1907 was con-
cernad, the Minister's intentions were not
evidenced by any practical results in the
estimates themselves. In 1905-6 the
expenditure was £49,135, and the con-
templated expenditure this year was to be
£54,131, showing un increase of £1,996,
or practicully £3,000 over the expenditure
last year. From these figures must be
deducted the amount pr ovided on the
Loan Estimates. A wmuch larger sum
was to be deducted for the administration
of loan moneys this year than wasactually
deducted last vear, £39,131 as against
£28,279. Thus there was an appurent
saving on the revenue vote for salaties of
£5,856. While there was no evidence of
any well-defined policy of loan expendi-
ture as far us the last finaneial year was
concerned, because to a large extent it was
centred on public buildiggs, roads and
bridges, and the rabbit-proof feuncés, he
(Mvr, Buth) did not think, even with the
glowing statement of the Treasurer as to
the Government's loan proposals for the
next few years, there was likely to be more
loan money expended during this financial
year than was expended in the last
financial year, because the Treasurer
during the last financial year got through
the very respectable total of something
over £500,000.

At 6-80, the Caarryan left the Chair.
t 730, Chair resumed.

Mr. BATH (continuing): Although
the expenditure on various undertakings
from loan funds last year wus of u some-
what doubtful nature in many respects,
seeing that they could not by any stretch
of lmd.gmahon be characterised as repro-
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ductive works, still the amonnt expended
was u considerable sum, and he did ot
think the expenditure which would iw
involved this financial year was likely fo
be in cxcess of the amount expended las
yvear. The expenditure last vear from
General Toan Fund was £392196, and
£145,362 from Loan Suspense Account,
making a totul expenditure of £537,558.
Even if the greatest expedition were dis-
played in the pnssage of loan proposals
and in putting through the necessary
Bills, the time at the disposal of the
Government would not permit thea to
expend any greater sum than was ex-
pended by the administration wp to the -
30th June last yeur. He fuiled to see, there-
fore, any justification for this attempt to -
show 2, saviny in administration by trans.
ferring such a large sum, so wuch m
excess of that which was transferred
last year, to the Loan Estimates debit
to the extent of £39,131, as compared
with £28,279 lust year. The actual facls
gshowed that there wns an increage in the
Estimutes of £5,000, and whilst the
Minister might have gond intentions in
this respect the fact remained that this
was & considerable increase in the cost
of administrativn; and even if fronomies
wereg effected by the Minister they would
not be of such o nature asdo bring the
expenditure or the administrative expendi-
turebelowthat of the previous vear. There
was another matter to which reference
should be made, namely the considerable
diminution shown on the estimate!
expenditure from vevenue in the Public
Works Department. We found that
increase of vourse in administrative cost
too. The total sum which it was esti-
mated would be expended during this
financizl year from revenue was only
£228 931, The expenditure in 1904.5
from revenue on public works was
£337.,936, and althonesh the estiinate was
much higher than the £309935 of
1905-6, the actual expenditure was only
£233,n00, or just short of £100,000 less
in 19056 thau in 1904-5. Now we were
to have a diminution even of that
amount. hecause it was vot probmble that
the Minister would expend the whole of
that  £222000. The probubility was
that even if he had a hizher expenditure
on the estimates set down, the expendi-
ture would not be wore than uhout
£200,000, shawing an enormous diminu-
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tion in the amount provided from our
vevenue for the earsving on ol pecessary
public works, It was useless pointing
ant what we were doing in the shapa of
a vigovous works  poliey  from  loan
moneys, when there was this startling
diminntion every year in the amount
provided wpon the Works eslimates,
becanse  we must recollect that this
woney when expended, if administered
wiselv in the development of our agri-
cultural, mineral, and pastoral resonrces,
had & wreat effect in stimuolating those
indnstries, in inercnsing population, and
in the general welfure of the communiiy.
When we were able to hear the expendi-
ture from revenue, we had noet to provide
the repavment of that woney later rn
with the interest, which amounted at the
maturity of the loan to a great deal more
than the oviginal principal. He wonld
like to see that spirit of economy
preached about by the Ministers, but so

far pot practised, really brought iotoe
operation, so that we should have
this greater sum from revenne avail-

able for expenditure for public works,
amdl so that we should uwot have to
practically plage the country ju pawn to
the extent we were doing in order to pro-
vide these works out of loan. It might
be exeusable aml even justifinvble where
these works would pdy interest and sink-
ing fund; hut when the money was ex-
pended as was proposed on such matters
ag public buildings, reads and bridges.
and other works not likely to he repro-
duetive in the next five to 20 vears, we
had reason to question the wisdom of
this attitude and to ask whether we
should not attempt to veturn 1o the old
days when we provided such a large sum
on vur Reveunue Estimates for the public
works. He also desired to refer to the
diminution in the amounut provided from
revenue for roads and bridges throughout
the State. The Minister had pointed out
that by a provision of his predecessor
the present Treasurer, « number of roads
boards throughout the State were warned
that unless they made provision for rais-
ing areater sums by the means of taxa-
tion ai their disposal iu the loeal govern-
inz Acts, they could not anticipate that
assistance from the Government which
they had bitherto enjoyeil.  That was a
perfectly legitimate system to adapt, und
the Minister was to be commended for it.
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There should in the administration of
this vote be some atteniion paid to the
question whether the roads boards were
availing themselves of this means of tax-
ation in order that they might be self-
dependent and self-reliant. The fact re-
mained, however, that whilst it was
necessaty to do this, that necessity did
not show the justification for the reduc-
tion of this vote, because if there was to
be that increase in the agricultural settle-
ment which we hoped for, there would be
greater demands than there ever had
been on the exchequer for the construc.
tion of roads for the opening up of out.
lying areas where settlement was sparse,
which the local governing hodies had no
opportunity to meet uuless they received
assistance from the exchequer of the State,
In those outlying districts where an
jngrease in settlement was making the
construction of roads und various other
conveniences necessary, there should be
prevision for a larger amount than was
expended last year; but instead of that
we found a diminution in the votes to the
extent of £19,001. The reduction of this
item would seriously hamper the develop-
ment of our outlying districts, not only
on the goldfields but in our agricultural
and pastoral areas. In regard to the
administration of the metropolitan and
goldfields water schemes, the State, or
those communities which benefited by
those schemes, had reason to congratulate
themselves upon the transfer of those
concerns to the Works Department for
administration. As to the metropolitan
district the people lad received much
better treatment and the scheme had
worked out to greater advantage than it
did under the control of the old board.
In regard to the goldfields water scheme,
he hoped the Mimister would not carry
out his intention outlined on the gold-
fields to increase the minimum rate which
would De exacted from the householders
in thut aren, because that would press
hardly upon a great number of people, in
fact upou a majority of those who were
taking advantage of the goldfields water
scheme. The Minister had uttered
gome complimentary words in respect
to the wny in which the Mnes
Trust on the East Coolgardie feld
had met bim in relation to fixing the
rates and prices for the ensuing term.
The fact remained that they had been
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getting water at a price considerably
under the cost to the department at the
stand-pipe or meter. Commercial con-
cerns reaping large profits from the
working of mines wight fairly be asked
to pay o price ut all events approaching
cost. He had hoped the Minister’s wmind
would be disabused of the idea that the
scheme would ever enable market-gar-
dening to be carried on in goldfields
districts on a commercial scale.  Market
gardening was found impracticable, even
in connection with the irrigation schemes
of Victoria and South Australia, which
supplied at 6Q. per thousand gallons; it
wag impossible even in connection with
American irrigation schemes, which
charged something like 3d. per thousand
gallons, because competition with others
working under mnatural conditions of
water supply bad in all these cases proved
impossible. Certain people connected with
the Coolgardie Water Scheme had in-
dulged in poetic fancies as to * making
the desert to blossom as the rose; but the
“rose” counld blossom there to only a
very limited extent. Undoubtedly the
scheme had made the conditions of life
on the goldfields more bearable, and to
that extent was an unquestionable bless.
ing; but the market-gardening idea must
be dismissed eutirely, The Minister had
stated that in framing the Estimates his
aim had been to give a fair show to the
whole of the electors throughout the
State, and that he had not in any way
sought to make the administration of the
Works Department or the distribution of
the Roads and Bridges Vote an aid te
political advancement. If the Minister
had adopted the same policy when scek-
ing the suffrages of the Fremantle elec-
tors, it would have been much more to
his credit. The hon. gentleman had
abused his position as Minister for
Works Dby holding out his Ministerial
office as an inducement towards his
retarn,

Tre Mivister ror Worgs said his
opponent claimed at first that he could
do more as o private member than could
himself as & Minister.

Mr. BATH: That the Minister’s
opponent had made such a stateroent
he could not agree.

Tue Minister For Worgs: The
gtatement was on record in the news-
papers,



Works Estimates :

Me. BATH : The Minister's opponent

based his claim for support on the |
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assiduity he bad shown as a private -

member in advancing the interests of his
constituents. The Minister’s opponent
had never appealed to the Fremantle
electors to ask themselves whether the
interests of the town conld bestbe served
by the Mivister in charge of the Works
Department or by a private member of a
weak Opposition. The hon. gentleman
had not admioistered his department in
such a way as to justify his appeal to the
electors—to put it plainly, the hon.
gentleman had uot administered his
depariment with a view of aggrandising
himself in the minds of the electors of
Fremantle through the expenditure of
large sums of money in that electorate;
in fact, the Minister had deceived his
supporters in that respect. Perbaps the
ton. gentleman would now agree that it
would have been infinitely better had he
taken up his present attitude when
appealing for the support of Fremantle.
The Minister's appeal had been of such a
nature as to place a low estimate on the
integrity of the Fremantle electors.

Mz. HOLMAN : The opinion that the
back country had not received fair treat-
ment had been expressed by him while
the Minister was speaking, and he wished
now to emphusise that opinion. 1f a line
were drawn eastward from Perth through
the State it would be found that the
whole of the country north of that line
had been almost entirely neglected. The
Ministry was supported by the South-
Western portion of the State, and almost
the whole of the Roads and Bridges Vote
had gone in that direction. He did bot,
perhaps, know theSouth- Western districts
as well as he knew the goldfields districta;
but he thought it was impossible to pick
out any one part of the State as deserving
of almost the whole of the financial aid
at the disposal of the Government. The
district which the present Treasuver and
former Minister for Works represented
bad been granted seven or eight thousand
pounds last year and this year was to be
granted £3,000. On the other hand, the
back country districis could not obtain
any assistance for the maintenance of
roads or the sinking of wells. One
matter on which he desired explanation
was why so many public works of the
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charcter which had fornerly been con-
structed from rcvenue werc now being
constructed out of lvan. Year after year
the revenne vote for public works was
decreasing, and the loan vote for public
works increasing. This statement applied
to the Mines and Lands as well as to the
Works Department. Plainly, the object
of this was merelv to bolster up the
revenue and show a good financial posi.
tion to the people of the State, who were,
however, being entirely wisled. In the
past, even ratlways had been constructed
out of revenue; but at present roads
were being maintained out of loan.
Such a policy would eventually prove
ruinous to the country. He took strong
exception to the reduction of the vote for
roads and bridges throughout the State.
The policy of leaving road boards to
raise revenue themselves would no doubt
be productive of much good; but in the
back country, where the nearest settlers
might be over 100 milles apart, to raise
revenue was impossible.  In his district
there were roads ranging to fully 120
miles in tength, without a single resident
on any purt of them; and how the local
road boards were to raise revenue was
beyoud comprehension. The functions
of the Kalgoeorlie roads board, which had
a well consolidated district, should be
discharged by the local municipality.
Last year, that roads board received about
£5,200 from revenue, and levied no
rate.

Tue Mixister ror Works: The board
had not sent in a return.

Me. HOLMAN: The Kalgoorlie roads
Lboard received an ordinary grant of
£1,850 und special grants totalling
£3,300.

Tae Minister For Works: That
roads board had raised a rate, hut did
not send in a return.

Mr. HOLMAN: In that case the
return presented by the Minister to Par-
liament was misleading, The Minister
had stated that various roads boards had
ruised no revenue; but the fact might be
that, like the Kalgoorlie roads board,
they had sent in no veturn. Therefore
the return presented by the Minister was
worthless, and no farther attention
should be paid to it. Settled centres like
Kalgoorlie had vastly greater oppor-
tunities of raising revemue than had
sparsely settled back-country districts,
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The Estimates made provision for the
maintenance of roads between Perth and
Fromantle, and on those items he in-
tended to get all possible information
from the Minister. Il was notable
thronghout the Estimates that certain
parts of the State had been generously
ireated while others had been entirely
neglected. The wmoneys of the State
should be spent to the advantage of the
whole State, and not for any other
advantage whatever, 'The Minister had
stated that he had placed nothing on the
Estimates for the purpose of securing
political support; but several members on
the Opposition side of the House, after
careful investigation of the Estimates,
could arrive at no other conclusion than
that those districts which returned sup-
porters of the Government had been
granted full attention to their requests,
while those districts which had returned
Opposition members had received no con-
sideration.  Applications which would
have resulted in the opening up of
country had been refused. Of course it
was imposgible to get explanation con-
cerning items which ought to have
appeared but did not appear on the
Estimates; otherwise he would have
inquired why not a single one of
his applications had been granted.
The treatment he had received was
especially uvnfair in view of the fact
that scores of applications by individual
Ministerial members had been granted.
He endorsed the statement of the Leader
-of the Opposition as to the roads boards
grants, and as to the construction of
certain works from loan instead of
revenue. Would the Minister explain
why the administrative expenditure had
not deereased in proportion to the
decreased vote for works? The adminis-
trative expenditure from loan had
decreased by a large sum, showing that
toan account paid the greater portion of
such expenditure. All remembered the
outery when the Labour Government
decided Lo construct a portion of the
rabbit-proof fence from loan. This had
to be done to expedite the work, which
had been neglected by the previous
Government. Yet the present Govern-
ment, then in opposition, made no protest
now, nor did the Press, against construct-
ing out of loan the bulk of new public
works,
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Mr. EWING took exception to the
remarks of the preceding speaker.
"Though the cutting down of roads boards
grants was regrettable, all who fairly
considered the Estimates must adimit the
Minister had acted impartiallv. In the
matter of new works every district had
been treated alike. Many of the grants
for the Sussex district represented re-
votes. Members always fought shy of
the crux of the questicn of huilding
public works from loan, though they
knew well there was no hope at this time
of paying for many works out of revenue.
The revenue had serionsly decreased, and
until we found the new revenue for
which we were seeking we must either
stop all public works or construct
necessary works out of loan. When we
had a land tax and perhaps an income
tax we could repay loan account for any
sam spent on nonproductive works.
Next year the Minister should provide
a much larger sum for grants 1o
roads boards. None could deny the
excellent work done without remuner-
ation by roads board members; and
unless the boards were fairly treated they
could mnot carry on. To settle our
agricoltural lands, many miles of roads
must be made.

Mg, Scappan: Why not protest prac-
tically against the reductions ?

Mr. EWING was protesting, and de-
manding an increase next session. The
Leader of the Opposition thought it im-
possible to carry on market gardening on
the goldfields ; but even if water cost 2s.
6d. or 3s. per thousand, such gardena
should be commercially successful, and
doubtless ihe Minister had in mind the
need for reducing the price as consnmp-
tion increased.

Mz. BREBBER recognised the neces-
sity for economising in the Estimates;
but the economies in roads votes were
most unsatisfactory. Money was spent
on outlying roads which were not main
tracks to anywhere, instead of main roads
being provided to open up the country.
The West Guildford and Bayswater main
road was impassable, the whole of the
traffic from North Perth having to cross
the river to get to Guildford and Mid-
land Junction. That road was as badly
needed as any railway.



Works Estimates:

[20 Novesrer, 1906.]

Tre MINISTER: Negotiations were

now in progress. The department were
endeavouring to make the Bassenden
Estate pay a portion of the cost of making
the road.

Mr. DAGLISH coungratulated the
Minister on his speech. It was a differ-
ent speech from some the Minisier had
made during the session, being mild
moderate, temperate and reasonable. The
Public Works Estimates were a sawmple
of the economy of the Goveroment.
There were increases in departmental
expenditure for red-tape, sealing-wax
and parchment, but there was to be an
enormous diminution, so-catled cconomy
on a department’s expenditure, though
that expenditure was perhaps of all
expenditure the most vital for the de-
velopment of the State. Similarly in the
Mines Department there was econciny in
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time was flving and of the need for
the Assembly to close its busioess at the
very enrliest date. That argument would
be urged more forcibly when the Loan
Estimates weve introduced. We would
be told then that there was no time to
adequately discuss them if we intended
to close the sess’on at the time it should
be closed, and that we should allow the
Government to get into recess to attend
to the administration which had been so
neglected during the past 12 months.

" No doubt the task of Ministers was a

heavy one, and it was necessary for them
to have freedom from attendance at the
House in order that the task might be

* adequutely discharged; bout first of all

expenditure on developmental work. This

was false economy. Economy should he
shown in the sealing-wax and red-tape
departments and not in those depart-
ments which undeniaubly ministered to
the needs of the State. A Government
which came in not only with a bald but
also a bold public works poliey, shonld
show something wore to jostify their
policy than a reduction in public works
expenditure to, he behieved, the lowest
estimates for the past 10 years. The
Minister wus almost forced to be
moderate, civil, and reasonable in intro-
ducing such estimates as these. While not
wishing to detract from the merits of the

members were entitled to have presented
to them and to discuss the financial pro.
posals the Government intended to apply
when enforcing their administration. So
far members had not had an opportunity
of knowing whait those financial proposals
were, unless perhaps some member was
in possession of a privilege copy or two.

 The Committee should have been in pos-

Minister's performance, it was almost .

impossible for the Minister to take up
any other attitude than the one assumed.
It was almost impossible to discuss
the bold public works policy of the
Government with these Works Esti-
mates confronting us. It was in fact
impossible to know what the public

session of the Louan Estimates, a branch of
the Works Estimates be would call them,
before being called upon to discuss the
Budget, or at all cvents to discuss the
Works Estimates. No financial proposal
of the Goverument could be properly
presented to Parlimment or be considered
by Parliament until the Loan Estimates
were before members. Especially was
that the case when the Government were
making roads and building schools, police
courts, gaols, and all sorts of buildings,and
doing all sorts of public works of a non-
productive character from loan funds.
It was impossible to know what was to
he done or left undone unless members
had the Loan Estimates in their posses-
sion. Although he (Mr. Daglish) would

' be the last to do anything in the nature

works policy of the Government was !

until we saw the Loan Estinates. When
speaking generally on the Budget, he
(Mr. Daglish) had pointed out this fact
and hoped that before the Public Works
Estimates were submitied members
should have in their possession the Loan
Estimates, so that they could understand
precisely what the Governwent intended
to do in the future; but the Loan
Estimates were being kept back. Oaly
to-day complaint was made of the way

of stonewalling. he would insist on having
full opportunity to discuss the Loan
Estimates when they vame forward. He
did not care whether they came forward
on Christmas Eve or not, he would
insist ou his full right in the interests of

. the State to adequately discuss and

thoroughly dissect any of the proposals
embodiedt in the Loan FEstimates. In
their absence it was useless to enter into

. o discussion in regard to the present

public works proposals, but he urged
the Minister to push immediately beyond
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the talking stage the work of providing a
better water supply for Perth and
suburbs. At present in Subiaco the
citizens were getting a worse quality of
water than they had received for years
past. The bore water at Subiaco in the
past had been good, but the water the
residents of Subiaco were getting now
was absolutely distasteful. It might be
healthy enough, but the Minister should
see if something could not he done at
ouce to give a better-tasting water. He
urged the Government not to take any
risk in regard to the possibility of there
being a water famine in Perth. In spite
of the Minister’s assurance, he was quite
satisfied from studying the figures that
there was every need of pushing on the
work intended to supplement the present.
supply for the metropolitan area.
Although it might be supplemented by
two or three additional bores, the supply
was not sufficient to meet the reason-
able demands of the people in view of
the large number of extensions made
during the last 12 months, and the
Minister would be faced before the summer
was over with & greater problem for sup-
plying water for the metropolitan area
than he realised at the present moment.
The system of requiring
generally to obtain their supply through
meters was not a good plan, nor was it
necessary so far as he could judge. Sup-

sing there wasan adequate supply, the
public should be encouraged to use as
much water as possible, not only for
domestic purposes but for gardening
purposes, and especially in a climate and
with soil such us Western Australia had.
Looking at a few houses surrounded by

[ASSEMBLY.)
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using water freely. In some instances
people were almost afraid to take a bath
for fear that they would be required to
have a weter put to the house if the
water was scen running from the bath-
room. The requirements of the depart-
ment were too strict altogetber, and he
believed it would in the long run pay the
department, assuming water was avail.
able, and the Minister assured members
there was no danger of a water famine.
There was no greater expense if the
water were available, in supplying the
individval with two thousand gallons of
water per month than one thousand
gallons of water per month. Assuming
the sources of supply were ample, and we
were assured they were, the department
got mo great advantage by supplying
meters for meter rent, except the rent
were absolutely extortionate. If this was
so and a person was compelled o take a
water meter and pay the extortionate
rent, in order that the earnings of
the department might be unduly in.
creased
Tue MiNistEr FoR Works: What
did the member mean by extortionate ?
Mr. DAGLISH: What he had said
wis that there was no advantage, so far
as revenue was concerned, to the Works

. Department or the Metropolitan Water-

works Board in compelling people to
take meters and charge a rent, except
indeed the rent was extortionate, and then
the advantage wags an unfair one to the
consumer. He recognised the answer the
Minister might make to that argument.
He might point out the saving in the

" water supply. that the reduction of water

the bare saud, with every particle of vege- |

tation dead through the summer months,
one regarded an eyesore and a breeding
ground for flies, now recognised as car-
riers in many instances of disease, and
principally diseases of the eyes. On the
other hand, if one contemplated a cottage
embellished by a garden or even a grass-
plot which could only be maintained by
8 plentiful supply of water, the prospect
was so improved by the expenditure of
the water and a little labour thai the
supply of water by the State was well
paid for by the results obtained ; and
probably no cottage would be with-
ont ite garden if the consumers were
encouraged instead of debarred from

' from making gardens.

requuired would be so great that this
in itself would justify the step taken.
But if the water was available and there
was no danger, as the Minister assored
members, of the supply being found in-
sufficient, there was no advantage in
conserving the water supply. There
would be no disadvantage to the depart-
ment whatsoever., If the supply was
available, it was in the interests of the
health of the community to encourage as
far as possible the utilisation of water
for garden purposes. The Govermmnent
should endeavour fo encourage the
utilisation of water for garden-plots by
people rather than discournge, and in
some instances absolutely debar them
He did not desire
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to unduly labour that point, but be urged

that it was worthy the cousideration of
the Minister. He hoped the whole
question of the regulations of the Metro-
politan Waterworks Board would be
considered by the Minister during recess,
and try to relax the regulations in
sowe direction to encourage the con-
snmption of water for yarden purposes,
and with a view farther to make the
regulations less harassing than they were
in many caiges to consumers at present.
There were a few items on the Estimates
on which he intended to ask for informa-
tion, and he would do so not in any
carping spirit, but with a desire solely to
obtain information, and possibly in one
or two instances to supply sune informa-
tion to the Minister of which he might
not be seized.

Mer. ANGWIN: It must have been
rather galling to the Minister for Works
when be found that in the yeur 1905-6
the cost of the adwinistration of the
department esceeded the cost for the
vear 1904.5, more especially as we had
been repeatedly told that those who were
administering the Works Department
during the year 1904-5 were not com-
petent to adwinister the department in
an efficient manner. When we realised
that  during last year this depart-
ment had been in such capable hands,
the least one might have expected
was a decrease in the cost of anministra-
tion. The Minister had said that during
the year he had reduced the expenses by

a reduction in the number of high

officials. It would be information to the
Committee if the Minister would tell
members whether these offices were not
vacated before he took charge of the de-
partment and whether some of these
officers were not on leave.

Tue MINISTER:
was that the officers had left since the
30th June last.

Me. ANGWIN: They might have
left, but were the officers on leave smce
that date, and the offices abolished ? Tt
was known to members that it was neces-
sary fo dispense with certain officers of

What be had said

the Works Department to reduce the

cost of administration, and remove some
persons who were not fully employed ;
but it was shown that these officers were
entitled to long leave, and consequently
the Minister was taking credit for actious
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which had been carried out by those who
preceded him.

Tae Mirister ¥oB Works had spe-
cifically said that he took nmo credit for
that.

Mg, ANGWIN: There were a num-
ber of items on which increases were
shown in administration. While the
Minister still gave to certain officers
privileges which they were justly entitled
to, he had tuken away privileges from
men who were earning only a few ghil-
lings a day, and who had been in the
department for a number of years. It
was right that the Minister should see
that these men who had spent years of
good service should retain the positions
they were justly entitled to. There was
one other matter on which he desired
the assurance of the Minister; that tbe
action of the electors of East Fremantle a
few days age would not debar the con-
atruction of the sewerage scheme for Fre-
mantle. The Minister might give an
assurance on that point.

Tur MinisTeEr FOR Works: Did the
member expect him to answer an offen.
sive question like that? It was exactly
what one might expect from the member.

Me. ANGWIN: A few davs ago it
was stated in his electorate that if he
should he returned to represent the dis-
trict there was o possibility of this work
not being gone on with; consequently he
was entitled to ask for an assurance cn
that point.

Tre MINISTER FOE WORKS:
stated that ?

Mr. ANGWIN: The Minister did
not; but seeing that such a statement
was made at such a tine, he was entitled
to ask for an assurance that no difference
would be made as far as that work was
concerned, A wmeeting was held in the
Caledonian Hall—bhe (Mr. Angwin) did
not hear the statement made—and an
inducement was held out to electors to
exercise their votes in a certain direction.
From what the Minister had said to-
night, there was no intention to carry out
that threat, becanse the Minister had said
he would do justice to every district.

Mgr. Ewiva: What meeting at the
Caledonian Hall was that, for he (M.
Ewing) was present at one meeting P

Mgr. ANGWIN: The hon. member
was present at the meeting.

Who
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Me. Ewigg: Then the statement was
not true.

Me. ANGWIN: The Minister had
done some justice as far as this district
wus concerned, for on looking through
the Estimates he sawa oumber of roads
down for maintenance votes. 13ut the
Minister had neglected to place on the
Estimates the road from Cauning to
Perth, which showed that that distrist
was in need of representation, and was
neglected because there was no repre-
sentation at the time. If the Minister
intended to bring down Supplementary
Estimates, he hoped this work would be
included.

Me. EWING (in explanation) abso-
lutely denied the statement the member
made in regard to the alleged statement
at the meeting at which he was present in
the Caledonian Hall. The mewmber had
stated that certain things were said
which were highly improper. Being
present at the meeting from start to
finish, he assured members that not a
word was uttered to which cxception
could be taken. It was highly improper
for a member Lo come to the House and
make such a statement as the member
had mwade to-night.

Mz. ANGWIN accepted the member's
explanation. The statcment was made
to him in all good faith, and seeing that
such things had happened in the past
and within the last few days, he took the
statement to be correct.

- 4

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply on the general discussion): There
seemed to have Leen in the course of
the discussion a good deal said as to
the amount spent last year as cowpared
with the amount spent during the year
1904-5. Those members who wounld use
this criticism to the disadvantage of the
Government very curefully refrained from
giving whal was the obvious explanation
of the reduction of the Public Works Vote
this vear as compared with tbe ove
veferred to. The Education Vote for this
year amounted to £22,644 more than for
the year1904-5. Thefixed Chargeson Loan
this yearagainst the year 1904-5amounted
to £9Y,645 more, and he believed the
Revenue Received during 1904-5 exceeded
the estimate for the present year by
£23,127. There were other votes, such
as the Hospital Vote and the Medical Vote

[ASSEMBLY.)
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which were increased by small amounts,
such as £2,000 or £3,000 in sone cases.
But the three items just enumerated
accounted for £144,806 difference as
compared with the financial position
thig year, and these items aloné were
guite sufficient to account for a diminu-
tion of the Works Vote by £118,906.
He agreed with the member for Brown
Hill and others as to the undesirability
of a reduction in the Roads- Board Vote,
and regretted that absolute necessity
forced us into such a position as to have
to make such a reduction. Tt caused him
considerable pain to have to make that
reduction, and he trusted that it was but
temporary, and that nexi year we might
be able to get back to the former figures,
but we had to cut our coat aecording to
onr cloth, and whilst one might desive to
retain the proportions of last year the
financial necessities at the moment left
ns no other alternative than this redue-
tion. He receatly had an opportunity of
going through the country, and one could
not but be struck by the fact that in
every direction these roads boards were
doing exceptionally good work. There
were some boards capable of improve-
ment, bui taking the boards as a whole
the country owed a great deal to the self-
denying labours of those who travelled
long distances and put in a great deal of
time for the service of their fellows with-
out any fee or reward. The member for
Subiaco referred to water meters. Ap-
parently the hon. mewmber thought a
water mefer a contrivance for comsider-
ably increasing the revenue of a water
company or board. But the idea of fixing
these water meters was not to collect re-
venue, but to charge for the water in
such fashion that each ratepayer should
pay in proportion to the water he used.

Me. Dacrise: Then the hon. gentle-
man should abolish the rating system
altogether.

Tue MINISTER : In addition to the
rate there was a charge in conmection
with a water cowpany which had sowme
relation to a tax ; but beyond that there
was the rate, because 1t would he mani.
festly unfair that the owner of an un-
occupied block, for instance, which parti-
cipated io all municipal improvements
and g0 on should not bear some shave of
the ¢ost upon the community. We hoped
by fixing meters to account for the differ-
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ence of consumption between the amount i by different improvements should pay

recorded by the ratepayers last year and
the amount which went through our
mains. This difference reached, he
thought, some two hundred million gal-
lons in the course of the year. The Gov-
ernment did not propose to fix water
meters unless they had fair reason to
believe that some excess consumption was
going on, and presumably it was not the

policy of the board in a small house '
where there was apparently no garden,

and no horse was kept or anything of

that sort, to run the consumer into the .

expense of tuking a meter. He trusted
that explanation would be safisfactory to
the hon. member.

Mz. Barm: What did the meter cost?

Tae MINISTER: For the ordinary
consumer about £4 10s. The inferential
meter was gradually being changed
throughout the metropolis. The cost of
the positive type of meter was £4 10s,
and he believed that there was a charge
of some 10s. a year for its use—a charge
which did not yield any profit of any
description to the departinent.

Mer. Dagrisa: What was the life of
the meter ?

tive meter was estimated at about 20
years. The member for North Perih
referred to a main road which wanted
completing between West Gruildford and
Bayswater. He regretted the hon. mem.

some share of the cost.

MEe. Scappan: That estate had been
disposed of.

Tur MINISTER: No; there was any
amount of it left unsold. The owners
were communicating with the West
Guildford rouds board with a view of
fixing up a general contribution towards
this road, and in the event of a reason-
able offer being made the Government
would be prepared to come forward and
treat with them. He intended to see ilat
the barden of the cost of construction of
that particular road was put on the right
shoulders.

Mg. BovLtor: What about mainten-
ance ?

Taer MINISTER : When we came to
the main roads vote there would be an
opportunity of discussing that question.
He knew several members on the Opposi-
tion side of the House were opposed to
proposals of the Government in that con-
nection. He trusted that when we came
down to the vote he would be able to deal
with the ecritivism. The mwember for
Subiaco was somewhat unfalr in his

- criticism as to the length of time the
T MINISTER : The life of a posi- °

ber did not mention the matter to him at -

any time during the past mnonth. Some
four or five weeks ago he {the Minister)

took the opportunity of geing along that
road to see its condition, and a consider- .

able portion of the road, which was
at present unmade, ran through a private
estate, and if that road were made
by the Government the owners of that
private estate would very materially
benefit. Under those circumstances he
thought it 4 fair thing that some contri-
bation should come from the owners of
that estate towards making theroad. He
had put the matter to them and they
were willing to meet him,

Me. Houmaw: The hon gentleman
should carry out that policy with the
railways ns well.

Tae MINISTER: The policy he was
putting before members was with regard
to voads. It was a fair thing that those
whose capital values were largely increased

Government had been in bringing down
their road proposals. The hon. ‘member
forgot that this Government had been in
office but a bare six months. [Indica-
tions ¢f dissent by Opposition members.]
The Moore Government had been in office
for a bhare six months, [Memser: That
was auibble.] All the information with
regard to these loan proposals had had to
be put together during six months.

Mr. Dacrise was talking of the Loan

- Estimates.

Tue MINISTER : Reference was made

* by the member for Brown Hill as to the
. possibility of using scheme water in gold-

fields districts for market gardening for
commercial purposes. In one or iwo
places market gardens were being run
and water was being used for growing
vegetables for sale, and we were informed
by those whoought to know—he admitted
he was somewhat sceptical that this trade
would ever attain big dimensions—that
there was a prospect of developing trade
in this divection. He felt that under
those circumstances it was a fair thing to
make an experiment, and this vear we
were offering particularly low prices of

. water for market gardening.
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Mr. Barm did not object to the re-
duction of prices for that purpose, but
only thought the project impossible.

Tee MINISTER: Information had
been asked as to the construction of so
many public works out of loan funds
instead of revenue. Personally he thought
that wherever possible a public work,
uniess of & directly reproductive nature,
shounld be constructed vut of revenue;
but we were faced with the position that
if we were to adhere rigidly to that
principle, works which in pluces were of
an indirectly reproductive nature, such as
some schools and for instance theasylum
for the insane at Claremont, also the
rabbit-proof fence, would bave fo go
undone., That being so we were justified
in making provision from our loan ex-
penditure for this type of work, and he
believed the Committee would agree that
under the necessities of the case the Gov-
ernment were justified in the course
taken. He thanked members for the
wholly friendly criticism they had given
to the Estimates, and, as he had already
said, when he came to the different items
he would be only too pleased if he could
give them information which they wight
think necessary.

{Ttems discussed in detail.]

Subdivision 1 —Salaries £17,070:

Item (Qeneral)—Clerks, £9,092:

Mr. HOLMAN : There was a redue-
tion on this item. Had reductivns been
made in the case of some clerks and an
inerense given to those who bad received
lower salaries ?

Tae MINISTER : The reduction was
the result of the Public Service Commis-
gioner's classification.

Item—Road board auditors, £509 ;

Mr. HOLMAN was of opinion that
the auditors were doing good work, but
he would like to have that borne out by
the department. He would like to know
for what special reasons these officials
were being paid from the roads and
bridges vote.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Tre MINISTER : It was not thought -

right that these officers’ saluries should be
paid from the salarvies vote. He had

received valuable information from the |

Ttems discussed.

officers with respect to the work of the
roads boards whose accounts they audited.
Many slight irregularities had been un-
earthed and improvements in admiois-
tration of various roads boards had been
effected as a result of their reports, and
generally he looked upon them as some
of the most valuable officers connected
with the department in assisting the
Minister or the permanent head to bring
some recalcitrant and transgressing roads
boards to a proper sense of their duty.

Ttem—Road board searcher at £275
(6 months) £266, (6 montha) £271:

Mr. BATH: Had the Works Depart-
ment authorities decided to pay this
officer themselves ?

Tae MINISTER: It had been pro-
posed to charge the salary to the road
board, and he had only that day sent a
recoumendation that the officer be placed
under the Mines Department.

Ttem—Assistant to Engineer-in-Chief,
£500:

Me. WALKER: Was the officer here
referred to one of the gentlemnen engaged
in Sydney, or was he previously in the
Service, or had he been selected from
outgide

Tre MINISTER: It was merely a
cage of change of title, the officer being
described this year as assistant to the
Engineer-in-Chief. Reference to Item
18 would show a reduction of £500.

M=e. SCADDAN : Was this alteration
of title a stepping-stone to a rise of
salary next year ?

Tee MINISTER: No. The cbange
merely secured a more correct deseription
of the position.

Mr. BATH: Under which item were
officers imported from the Eastern
States included ?

Tae MINISTER: Under temporary
assistance, he helieved.

Item — Superiatendent Rabbit-proof
Fence, £500:

Mr. HOLMAN: Had anything been
done towards securing white workers in
place of Afghans on the rubbit-proof
fence* White men were just as good
with camels as Afghans, and in view of
the large number of unemployed it was a
disgrace that the Works Department
should employ aliens.
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Trae MINISTER : As stated in reply
to a previous inquiry by the hon. mem-
ber on this subject, any white man
prepared to take contract work at a
price which returned to other white men
a fuir remuneration was given employ-
meot. In view of the large distances
invelved in earting material as the rabbit-
proof fence approached completion, it had
been difficult to obtain sufficient carters.
Wherever possible, white men got the
preference over aliens. Camel driving
could hardly be put on the same footing
a8 ordinary labour. One particalar
Afghan had been retained because pecu-
liarly well qualified to repair saddles.

Me. HOLMAN: White workers were
just as good as any Afghans available,
and the officers of the department who
advised the Minister on the matter were
thoroughly well aware of the fact.

Tre MINISTER : If the hon. member
wonld see him privately on the subject, it
could be gone into.

Mr. HOLMAN: The terius of emnploy-
ment on the rabbit-proof fence bad been
very unsatisfuctory for white men. How-
ever, he would go into the matter with
the Minister.

Item — Superintendent Fremantle

Water Supply, £360:

Me. HOLMAN ; Was this officer a;lso'

in charge of the Claremont Water Supply ¥

Tee MINISTER: No; that was under
another department.

Mz. ANGWIN : Wasany saving being
effected in this connection ?

Tre MINISTER: No; but occasion-
ally, owing to friction which it was not
desirable to particularise in public, it wasg
advisable to remove an officer. The alter-
ation had been recommended by the
engineer controlling the water supply of
this Stute.

Mz. ANGWIN : Had not the friction
arisen because the superintendent made
a recommendation which would have rve-
sulted in a saving of £1,000a year to the
department in connection with the Clare-
mont Water Supply, and had not the
officer been reprimanded for waking the
recommendation ¥

Tug MINISTER: No injustice had
been done to the officer, whose salary had
pot been reduced. Possibly the depart-
ment could do without an officer of this
genileman’s status in connectica with
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either the Fremantle or Claremont Water
Bupply. Matters were runaing smoothly
now, and possibly the department might
find the officer some work of a more
responsible nature.

[tem — Officer in charge of Stock
Route, £47:

Mr. HOLMAN: On what stock rounte
was this officer employed¥ Stock routes
were understood to be under the control
of the Mines Departinent. .

Tae MINISTER: The Eagineer-in-
Chief controlled the expenditure of this
item, but the Mines Department did the
work. The officer was emploved on the
Wiluna to Hall's Creek stock route.

Ttem—Works Manager, £350:

Me. ANGWIN agked for explanation.
Tue MINISTER : This officer was in
charge of the Fremantle Harbour Work-
sheps and of a large portion of the river
improvement worka,
Mr. ANGWIN : Was any other salary
attached to the office? Did the officer
receive also a fee from the Harbour Trust?
Tue MINISTER: No. This was the
salary paid by the department to the
officer,
Me. Scappan : Members could not fol-
low these items without the Blue Book.
Mr. ANGWIN: Had the Minister
given this officer permission to accept
employment outside the department, on
the tramway works ?
Tne MINISTER: Permission had
been granted the officer to accept employ-
ment in connection with the Tramway
Board, the cirenmstances being prac-
tically identical with those under which
permission had been granted previously.
Mr. DAGLISH: The original per-
mission was given subject to the distinct
stipulation that the officer, having been
elected without obtaining permission to
stand, should not seek re-election. There-
fore, if there bad been no change in cir-
cumstances, that stipulation ought to be
enforced.
Trae MINISTER: The officer’ssuperior
had stated that the professional duties of
the officer would not suffer by reason of
“his being a member of the Tramway
Board, The officer was painstaking and

energetic, and worked considerable over-
! time. Therefore, it would not have been
| justifiable to stop him from putting up
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for re-election. The officer’s services had
been of considerable benefit to Fremantle
in the past.

Mr. ANGWIN: The question was
asked because of the circumstances under
which the officer had been allowed to take
bis seat on the board originally. Asa
member of the board, the officer received
a fee of £150 per annum.

Me. SCADDAN: The system of per-
mitting public servants who were already
receiviug or ought to be receiving fair
salaries, and who ought to have ueither
time nor opportunity for anything but
their departmental duties, must be pro-
tested against. He moved that the item
be reduced by £150, this being the
anwount which the officer received as a
member of the Tramway Board.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result .—

Ayes .. 6
Naes . 24

Majority against .., 18

A¥EB.
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Collier
Mr, Ho
Mr. Stunrt
Mr. Wnlker
Mr. Scaddan (Tsller).

Noxs.
Mr. Augwin
Mr. Barnett
Mr, Bath
Mr. Brebber
Mr. Dnglish
Mr. Davies
Mr. Eddy
Mr, Ewing
Mr. Gordon
Mr. G Ty
Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Hudson
Mr, Eeenan

Mr. Monger

Myr. 8. F. Moore

Mr. Price

Mr. Stone

Mr. Uuderwood

Dr. Yeryard

Mr. F, Wilson

Mr. Layman (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Mg. DAGLISH : Either members of
the Fremantle Tramway Trust were much
overpaid, or it was impossible for a public
servant to earn £150 by acting on that
trust without neglecting some of bis
public duties. Scmeone said the trust
met only oncex week, Fremantle penple
must be well off if they could afford to
pay £150 for such services.

Mz. Borton: There were day meet-
ings alko.

Mr. DAGLISH : TImpossible. The
Minister assured us the position would
not interfere with the officer’s public
-duties. Withoul, that assurance he (Mr.
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Daglish) would not have voted against
the amepdment. The tramways must
be a good investment.

Tag CHAIRMAN: The tramways
were not under discussion.

Mr. HOLMAN : If the officer were
worth an extra £150, the department
should pay that and retain his whole
service, instead of allowing him to com-
pete with outsiders. Would the Minister
make farther inquiries ?

Tre MINISTER : No; for he already
luew the exact state of affuirs. The
town would beuefit considerably by the
officer’s professional knowledge as a
member of the board. He (the Mimster)
was not bound to the principle of one
man one billet. If a man bad brains
enough for fifty billets, let hin have
then.

Item — Engineering
£1,784:

Mr. HOLMAN: Why the apparént
increase in number ?

Tae MINISTER: Though the item
apparently included eight officers, there
were but seven. There was an increase
in the district allowance, and a temporary
increase to one officer while on railway
work.

M=r. DAGLISH: There was a wide
discrepancy in the salaries. A difference
of £110 between the highest and lowest
salary was surely too great. For any
supervisor £190 was too low a salary.

Mg, HOTMAN: In reply to a question
asked this session 2 former Minister had
spoken of a new appointment.

Teg MINISTER: Apparently that
officer was not included n this item.
The discrepancies in the salaries were, he
admitted, considerable, even allowing for
the fact that sevme of the officers had
charge of works more important than the
remainder.

Ttem—Engineering Clerks, £3,923 :

Mr. EDDY: Why should one officer
at £200 be booked for a reduction fo
£190, and two at £200 each for a
reduction to £196 7

Tue MINISTER : These rates were
fixed by the Public Service Commissioner.
The Commissioner’'s recommendation was
carried out.

Mg. EDDY : This officer would appa-
rently be reduced by £50, but the Com-

Supervisors,
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missioner had recommended that he
should get not less than £180. Would
the Minister promise to have this cor-
rected if there was a mistake ?

Tue Mrx1sTeR: Certainly; but he did
not think there was a mistake.

Item-—Temporary Assistance for all
Divisions, £5,000 :

Me. BOLTON : Last year we voted
£800 for temporary assistance and spent
£1,476. This year we proposed to
expend £5,000, or an incrense of £3,624
on last year's expenditure. This ilem
covered a multitude of sins. It covered
the recent appointments of men from the
East, but these appoiutments should be
shown separately on the Estinates.

Tee MINISTER: When the item
was understood, members would not take
exception to it. The officers specified on
the Estimates were permaunent officers
and were entitled to certain rights and
privileges, It was not intended, when
found uecessary to employ extra men
on large works being uundertaken, to
place those men so engaged on the per-
manent staff. They were kept as tem-
porary assistants and were paid out of
this item. Owing to the large works
being uudertaken during the current
vear, such as the sewerage works, it was
necessary to employ draftsmen and others
temporarily. That accounted for the
large inerease in the item.

Me. DAGLISH : If these officers were
being employed solely on loan works,
their salaries should not be voted on the
Revenue Estimates but on the Loan Esti-
mates. The system at present was to
charge the salary of the permanent officers
entirely to the Revenue Estimates and
make a deduction for the work they
performed on loan undertakings, but
there was no reason why the salaries
of temporary hands engaged entirely on
lvan works should not be charged to the
Loan Estimates. As there was a redue-
tion in departmental expenditure apart
from Loan Funds, there shouid be a
corresponding reduction in administra-
tion. With the intention of ascertaining
the opinion of the Commitice on the
matter he moved an amendment —

That the item be struck ont.

Tae MINISTER: The hon. member
would agree that in one set of Estimates at
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all events, the salaries of the whole of the
officers of the Public Works Department
should be shown, whether the officer was
engaged on loan or revenue expenditure.
Tt was estimated that on the loan expen-
diture we would require so mauy thou-
sands worth of work, and we showed a
dehit from reveoue to loan,

Mr. DAGLISH: Would the Minister
assure the Committee that a good system
of bookkeeping was first of all to enter
a charge against one account with the
express purpose of transferving it after-
wards to another?

Ter MINISTER: It was frequently
TIECESEaTy.

Mr. DAGLISH : If the Minister had
ever seen any Toan Estimates he would
know perfectly well that there was no
difficulty in the way of adopting the sug-
gestion nade.

Mr. HOLMAN: Was provision made
in this item for the salaries of those
engaged in surveying a stock route from
Kimberley ?

Tue MINISTER: Yes. They were
engaged on Toan work and their salaries
would come under the item, * Less
amount provided on the Loan Estimates,
£39,131.”

Mr. HOLMAN : The Minister should
say how many men were in the party,
and what salaries they were getting.
They were doing good work for the
country, their work wus a success, but if
this was loan work, why was it shown on
the Revenue Estimates ¥

Tre MINISTER : It was desirable in
his opinion that the whole of the staff
should appear ou one or uther of the
Estimates. Portion of the time the
Engineer.in-Chief was devoted to Loan
work and pertion to Revenue work, but
his salary was shown on the Revenue
Estimates, and afterwards it was appor-
tioned to Loan or Revenue. It was
desirable to have in a concrete form a
cowplete list of the officers of the depart-
ment and their salaries, and at the proper
time the different amounts, Loan or
Revenue, could be allocated. That was
the view taken by the department. I
seemed reasonable and fair. It was the
view that bad been taken for years past.

[(Mr. Daguisu took the Chair.]

Mr. SCADDAN: The Minister's
second statement abselutely contradicted
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his first one. The Minister at first said
the reason why this was not set out was
that permanent officers only were
employed on this work.

Tae Mrxister had not said '*only
engaged,” but “ almost entirely.” *

Me. SCADDAN: The Minister was
now trimming. One did not think the
Minister used any such words; at any
rate he had led the Comnnittes to believe
that permanent officers only were engaged
on this work. The Minister now stated
that because these officers were doing
certain works which were paid for out of
revenue, it was necessary to set out these
items. If the officers were engaged on
Loan works the items should be set out
on the T,oan Estimates, and not on the
Revenue Estimates. Were the officers
eagaged in Sydney by the preceding
Minister for Works in connection with
the Perth sewerage works included in
this item? Desiring to know what
salary was being paid to those officers, he
bad asked the Minister early in the
session  whether any of the officers
engaged in Sydney had received puassage-
money for his wife and family to this
State; on a quibble, simply because
he had mentioned ‘‘draftsman,” the
Minister replied that no officer had
received passage money for his wife and
family.

Tas Minister had answered the ques-
tion put to him.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Minister had
been anxious to drop the guestion; but
be (Mr. Scaddan) persisted and bad
ullimately obtained the inforwation that
one officer had obtuined passage money
for his wife and family, while others had
received only their own passage money,
and others again had not even received
that. He desired to know why this
distinetion was made. The Minister
ghould state 1o the Committee the salaries
paid to these officers, in order that they
might be compared. A temporary officer
should be paid a higher salary than a
permanent officer, for he was not entitled
to the same privileges.

Amendment put and negatived.

Me. HOLMAN asked whether the
officers engaged in opening up the stock-

route were to be paid from this item;
" alse whether the party had been sent out
by the Works Department.
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Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The
party had been sent out by the Mines
Departmeat, but their salaries would be
drawn from the Works Department.
Special consideration had been shown
those officers in the matter of salary;
and in view of the arduous nature of the
work, he (the Minister) would not be
surprised if next session Parlinment was
usked to give the members of the party
some fartber consideration,

Mr. HOLMAN: Had any attemnpt
been made to follow up the suggestion
made by him that the officers should
report on the probability of the existence
of auriferous country; and would charts
be issued by the departiment in order that
the public might bhave an idea of the
possibilities of the conntry passed through
for prospecting purposes ?

Tae MINISTER FOKR MINES was
not aware of any such suggestion having
been made by the hon. member; but the
memberg of the party were making
gpecial reports in this connection, and
these reports would be dealt with in the
ordinary way by the Mines Department.

Mr. Scappaw: Were the statements
which had been made by him correct ?

Tue MinisTer ror Worgs: What
statements ?

M=zr. SCADDAN: Apparently the
Minister had been asleep when he should
have been defending his Estimates. One
did not desire to repeat statements
for fear that the Chairman should call
him to order; but be had asked the
Minister to explain to the Committee
whether the officers engaged in the
Eastern States were to be paid out of
this item, and whether there was any
differentiation in their salaries and those
of permanent officers.

Tue MINISTER FOR WOREKS: As
u matter of actual fact those officers
would be paid out of this item; and as a
general rule they were paid slightly more
thun permaneat hands. The hon. mem-
ber was somewhat unfair in his references
to his question. He had asked distinctly
whether any draftsmen lhad been
engaged in the Bast—[Mr. Scappaw:
The Minister well knew to what he
referred]—and had their passages heen
paid to this State. The reply then was
that the man to whom this concession
had been given was ouly temporarily here
and his services were specially engaged
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for the particular work. The depurtment
had been fortunate in securing bis
gervices, and he, as Minister, was per-
fectly satisfied. That officer wus now on
the staff.

Item— Wages of storeman, paclers,
ete., Stores Manager's Oftice, £350 :

Me. HOLMAN: What number of
wen employed ?

Tag MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Two men were engaged, one in the
packing-room and the other in the
stationery-room.

Ttemn— Wages of office-cleaners and
labourers employed in Publie Offices,
Perth, £2,500:

Mr. ANGWIN: Was it intended to
increase the wages of the office cleaners,
some of whown he understood were paid
only 17s. 6d. per week ¥ Owing to their
hours of labour these people were unable
to obtain other employment.

Mr. HOLMAN : These officers were
not too well paid, and had to work un-
reasonably long hours, which prevented
their engaging in other employment.
Grave complaints had reached him that
the salaries these people received were
inadequate for the work performed. There
was a decrease of £236 on last year’s ex-
penditure under this item, and he desired
to have the Minister’s assuravce that
these people - would be better treated in
the future.

Tug MINISTER: No complaints had
reached him that these people were dis-
satisfied. He would, however, gointo the

matter if representations were made that

there was any hardship. The duties of
these people were not carried out during
the ordinary working hours.

Subdivision 2— Conlingencies generally,
£9450

Item--Renls for office accowmodation,
schools, minipg registrars’ quarters, pen-
sioners’ allowances in lien of quarters,
ete., £2,500:

Mr. HOLMAN : This item might be
reduced by more than £413, in view of
the fact that the departments were now
in occupation of the old police court
offices and also that the Public Works
offices were now concentrated.
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STRANGER JOINS IN DEBATE.

A stranger in the Gullery called out
“Bpeak up.”

Me. H. Rrowx: Lt was only fair that
the person who interrupied should be
expelled from the Chamber.

Tae Cuaremaw: If anything farther
was heard from the Gallery he wonld at
once order the removal of the offender.

The stranger said he wanted to hear
what was going on; butif he was not
wanted he would go. Tt was a funny
thing that this should take place in a
Christian country.

TRE CaAlrman (to the Sergeant-at-
Arms) : Remove that person, '

The stranger then left the Gallery.

DISCUSSION RESUMED.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There was a considerable amount of office
accommodation vented throughout the
State. The item also i1ocluded schools,
pensioners’ allowances, and so on.

Me. HOLMAN: Information had
always been available on this item hefore.
We knoew that high rent had been paid
for offices in cases where it was not neces.
gury, and he wanted to see the system
stopped as far as possible. Great reduc-
tions were made last year, and greater re-
ductions should be made in future. The
Minister should inquire into the matter.

Item —Insurance on public buildings,
£200:

M=z. H. BROWN: Was this going to
pay for the insurance of all the public
buildings ? The amount was very parsi-
wonious, considering the great support
given by insurance companies to fire
brigades in this State. A fire occurred
at one of the public buildings only a
short tiine ago, and but for the brigade
some thousands of pounds wpuld have
been involved. It would be wise to in-
sure to a much greater extent than at
present.

Tee MINISTER: It bad been cus-
tomary to insure only buildings contain-
ing stores, It was not an unfair thing
for the Government, to run its own risk.
That had been the custom in the past,
and had been continued this year.

Me. H. Browx: Would the hon.
gentleman do it in his own business ?
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Tae MINISTER: This principle was
carried out by many big tirms. Take the
P. & O. Steamship Company, which em-
ployed no underwriters, simply because
their business was big enough to do with-
out them.

Mg. HOLMAN approved of the policy
of the Government 1 regard to insur-
ance, and hoped they would stick to it.

Subdivision 3—Roads and Bridges,
£73,264 :

Mr. BATH: The explanation by the
Minister as to the reduction in the vote
was not very convincing, neither was that
by his apologist the member for Collie.
The Minister had pointed out that the
gpecial charges for interest and sinking
fund had increased nearly £31,000, and
the special charges in the shape of
interest on the loan of £2,5¢:0,000 would
be increased by £87,500, supposing the
loan were floated at 3% per cent. Pro-
vision for sinking fund did not comeinto
force for four years. The position would
be that if the policy adopted last year
was pursued these special charges would
be increased to that extent without a
corresponding increase in the revenue,
It would mean that at the end of the
term which the loan expenditure was
spread over they would have £87,500
more to provide out of revenue than they
had to provide now., It was the same
policy which was pursued in the Eastern
States, with the result that disaster
eventually accrued to those communities.
The same thing would happen in Western
Anstralia, unless greater discrimination
was shown in the expenditure of loan
moneys,

Item—Roads and Bridges throughout
ihe State, £42,000:

On motion by the MintsTER, the words
“grants elcetera” were inserted after
*“bridges.”

Mr. HOLMAN: In what manner was
this vote going to be distributed? Was
the Mivister going to distribute it on the
same system as that adopted in the past,
or wag he going to adopt some new
system ?

Tuae MINISTER : That was informa-
tion he gave in his general statement.
The first question was whether a board
itself recognised its responsibilibies and
was prepared to help itself, The pext
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factor was the area over which the board
had authority. Then there were the
mileage of roads, the clasa of country,
and the facilities for road-making. In
the South-West, for example, the nature
of the country caused considerable exira
cost. He was now endeavouring to
make a classification, though this was
very difficult owing to the fact that
hardly two boards, apart from suburban
boards, were situated in exactly parallel
circumstauces. He recognised that many
of the goldfields boards, with long roads
and leavy traffic, were deserving of
special eonsideration.

Mgr. Bara: Would the Minister, in
allocating the vote, take into considera-
tion the adminisirative cost of roads
boards ?

Tae MINISTER: Certainly.

Me. HOLMAN: In view of the re-
duction of about £40,000 on last year's
amount, the item should receive special
congideration. How would places out-
back stand when the drain on the vote
became heavy, us it was bound to become
because less provision was made for far-
back requirements in other votes ¥ Black
Range and many other new fields carry-
ing populations of 200 to 300 men had
no roads whatever, only bush tracks,
which were impassable in wet weather
for want of corduroy. Two or three
inches of rain and the absence of a stock
of provisions might create a position of
considerable difficulty on such fields.

Roads, .;920,851 ; revotes, £3,921 :

Item —Perth-Fremantle Road, main-
tenance £1,650 -

Mr. BOLTON: A little information
was desivable. As had been explained,
the maintenance of the road was governed
by a special Act, the operation of which
wasg limited by the boundary ot Fremantle
and the boundary of Perth. When North
Fremantle was formed into a separate
municipality, the boundary of the town
of Fremantle was of course altered, and
the definition of the boundary in the Act
ought to have been correspondingly
amended. This, however, was not done;
and the consequence was that the section
of the road traversing North Fremantle
received no maintenance under the Act
and had fallen inte a state of disrepair.
Several deputations from the North Fre-
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mantle municipality had waited on the ' now; but it suited them to remain roads

present Minister for Works, the previous
Minister for YWorks, and a prior holder
of the office, without result. He would
be glad to know whether the Minister
proposed to make any alteration in the
boundaries as defined by the Act, or

boards so that they might rely on the
Government for roads and footpaths.
As the Roads and Bridges Vote was to be
cut down by balf, the metropolitan

_ bhoards should share mn the reduction.

would subsidise the North Frewantle .

municipality in maintaining the road, or
would remake it. Unless the allowance
for maintenance was to be uniformly dis-
tributed, he would have to divide the
Committes on the item.

Tae MINISTER: The amount of
£1,650 would be diviled among the
various local authorities between the
hoondary of Perth and the boundary of
Fremantle, wainly on the basis of the
length of road under each authority.

Mr. SCADDAN was reluctantly com-
pelled to attack this item year after
year. The policy of the State wasagainst
lavishing money on roads in settled dis-
tricts: the outback districts, agricultural
as well as mining, should receive first
consideration. The Perth-Fremantle road
might very well be maintained by those
who used it. It was a fuct that all the
roads leading out of Perth received special
grants yeoar after year, while outback
£200 could not he spared even to clear &
road. The member for Northara shounld
know thatin hig own district the farmers
could not get their produce to market for
want of roads,and the same thing obtained
in districts represented by other members
on the cross-Ministerial benches. The
then Minister for Works had promised
last year that out-back districts should
receive first consideration, and had also
expressed the hope that this item, if not
altogether wiped out on these Estimates,
would be reduced. The houo. gentleman
had farther said that this item would not
be continued year after year. Tt was
therefore not a little surprising to find
the amount actnally increased. The
metropolitan municipalities ought to con-
tribute to the wpkeep of the Perth.
Fremantle road. The Peppermint Grove
Roads Roard could well afford to pay for
the upkeep of its portion.

Tre Miyisrer : What were the rates
paid ?

Mz. SCADDAN : If one or two boards
between Perth and Fremantle were
municipal councils, their expenditnre on
roads must be much heavier than it was

He moved an amendment—

That the item be reduced by .£650.

A sum of £1,000 was quite sufficient;
but if that sum appeared next vear he
would move that it be reduced by £500,
and so on till it was wiped off. In and
around Perth and Fremantle £6,270 was
provided for roads, while all outside dis-
tricts together received £7,200.

Tuae Mintsrer: The hon. member was
a bad accountant.

Mz, SCADDAN : The calculation was
accurate enough for the argument. The
metropolitan roads received more than a
fuir share, The first object should be to
clear tracks on which farmers could bring
produce to railways and goldfields resm-
dents ore to batteries. He would protest
annually agaiost this econtinpuous ex-
penditure oo the metropolitan area.

Mr. BARNETT: Considering how
the outback districts weve refused aid for
roads and bridges, ke would support the
amendment. Waealthy  distriets like
Perth and Fremantle should be able to
keep their roads in order.

Mg. STONE had annually protested
against these large amounts for main-
taining metropolitan roads. It was’
enough for the Governmeat to make the
voads and letlocal residents maintain them.
Outback farmers had to struggle through
heavy sand to the railways, and should
not have to contribute to the comfort of
wealthy people.

Mr. ANGWIN: Fremantle did not
share in this grant. The only objection
to the ilem was the Minister’s intention
to allocate it to the boards, instead of
leaviog the expenditure to the Govern-
ment. This road was used by almost
every person who did any trade in the
State, and the districts did not reap the
benefit of the traffic.

Mg. ILLIiN¢woRTH resumed the Chair.

Mgr. HOLMAN: The awmendment
should be to strike out the item. It
would not be so bad were the money
spent in proper waintenance; but much
was wasted in laying the dust for the
convenience of motorists and others who
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competed against the railway. The
road was oue of the best in the State,
the expenditure on maintenance being
extravagunt in view of the small traffic.
There were roads in the coumry over
which thonsands of toms of machinery
and all the foodstuffs for mining centres
were carried, but not a penny of Govera-
ment money was spent on them, yet it
was intended to increase this vote for the
Perth-Fremaatle road over last year's
expenditure. The item itself was unwar-
ranted. The municipalities through
which the road passed should maintain
it. Altogether the (tovernment must
have spent £10,000 on this road. What
special reason was there for increasing
the vote this year? Wus it not the
intention of the Minister to compel the
municipalities through which the road
passed to keep it in proper order P

Me. BREBBER: The item should be
inereased. The heaviest traffic in the
State took place on this read. The
criticisms of goldfields members came
with particularly bad grace, because the
Government had gone out of their way to
give grants for goldfields roads when the
population and traffic by no means
justified them. Goldfields members
apparently wanted all the money to be
appropriated for the goldfields. To hear
them argue one would think there wagno
other industry in the State but the mining
industry. They gave no consideration to
the agricultural industry, or the timber
industry, or the Collie coul industry, or
to shipping or commercial interests. The
Government had appropriated funds that
should be allotted to necessary roads in
the agricultural distriets in order to
spend them in goldfields districts where
there was 1no justification for them.
Instead of being hard on the goldfields
the Government had been generous to
them, and got no thanks for it.

Tae MINISTER: Seeing that the
member for North Perth considered the
Government in these estimates were par-
tial to the goldfields, and hearing a gold-
fields member claim that the Government
were treating the coastal districts with
partiality, he (the Minister) consoled
Limself that in. these estiates he must
be somewhere near the mark. In regard
to the Perth-Fremantle road, the bulk of
the traffic cune from Perth and Freman-
tle, «nd neither place could be charged
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with the maintenance of the roud. The
people in  the iotermediate districts
bhardly nsed the road, so that it would
be unjust to the local bodies to charge
them with the wear and tear of the road.
It was one of the most expensive roads to
maintain. He would not carry out the
intention expressed by the Minister last
year if what the member for Ivanhoe
said was correct, because this item was
reasonable and not too large.

Mr. WALEKER: The Minister did
not seem to be so concerned for outlying
districts on the goldfields as he was for
the districts between his own constitnency
and the metropolis. Tast year £150
was voted for the Broad Arrow-Bar-
doc road, and the money was spent,
but this year there was no pro-
vision for thal road, while there was
abh increase for the Perth-Fremantle road.
If this was not a direct demonstration
of the different treatment of different
parts of the country he did not know
what was. The sympathy for the locul
boards between Perth and Fremantle
was extraordinary, but not a word of
sympathy was given for the boards on
the goldfields. It was necessary to make
the protest as vigorous as possible.

Mr. HOLMAN: Application was
made for a grant of £1,000 for opening
up a road from Nannine to Peak Hill,
but it was refused. If that grant had
been made it would have reduced the
distance between Nannine and Peak
Hill by 25 miles. Thousands of pounds
were granted around Perth for the main.
tenance of roads, while the district
referred to received nothing. Peak Hill
produced 200,000 ocunces of gold in a
year, yvet could not get a grant at all.
All the food supplies, the machinery, and
the timber were carried over this road.
It was an injustice to the people in the
back country to receive such treatment.
The amounti vf money spent in develop-
ing the goldfields was very small indeed,
but in Perth and Frewantle the votes
were increased every year. If we were
to wmake the State what it should be we
must spend more money in the back
country.

M=z, SCADDAN: The Minister did
did not show where he (Mr. Scaddun)
was wrong in comparing the amount
spent around Perth and Fremantle with
the awmount spent in the counfry dis-
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tricts. There was an amount of .£1,650
provided for the Perth-Fremauntle Road,
£700 for another portion of it, Fre-
mantle.Canning Road £250, Fremuantle-
South Street East £300, Fremantle-
Hamilton Hill £300, Claremont Roead
£200, Perth-Midland Juuvction Road
£550, Perth-Cannington Road £670,
Perth-Bayswater £340, Perth-Wanneroo

Road £140, Fremantle-Jandakot £300,

Fremantle Cemetery Road £40, Canning-
Armadale Road £180, Perth Curtis
Road £250, TLeederville £400, and
others, making a total of about £6,270
expended in and argund Perth, out of a
total of £18,000 0dd ?

Toe MINISTER : Where did the hon.
member get his totul of £13,000.

for new works on one page, £5,780 on
the next, £6,610 on the next, and £2,71 0
on the next. He had made a mistake.
The total was £16,000.

Tar MINISTER: The amount was
£20,000.

Mr. SCADDAN: We heard much
fromn the wmember for Collie about this
vote being distributed equally throughout
the State. Every year he (Mr. Scadduu)
went through the Estimates, he became
more disgusted. We were expected, be-
cause one-ihird of the population was in
Perth and Fremantle, to spend this large
sum of mouey on roads in these localities.
The goldfields could get neither roads nor
railways. The inember for North Perth
started the cry of ** coastvereus goldfields.”
He (Mr. Scaddan) did not mention the
word ““coust.” He was not prepared to
admit that the coast consisted of only
Perth and Fremantle. It comprised also
all the agricultural districts, and he was
speaking equally on their behalf as on
hehalf of the goldfields. The hon. mem-
ber said nothing had been done for the
timber, shipping, and agricultural indus-
tries. Recently there had been a conces-

_sion to the timber industry of semething
like £16,000, and the shipping industry
was receiving fair consideration. He
hoped the Committee would agree fo the
amendment to reduce the item by £650.

Tue MINISTER : Tf the hon. member
went through the figures he would see

that the sum came to over £20,000 for .

roads, and the amount for Perth and
Fremantle districts was £6,250, tl}a.t
being a fair thing. There was vne-third
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© of the populution, or thereabout, in those

disbricts, and this amount showed one-
third of the totul for thew.

Mr. HOLMAN: Why should the
Government spend so much noney on
this roud when provision wus not made
for rouds in his district aod in other
pluces where roads were as much re-
quired 7 Application bhad been made for
provision for his distriet, and he would
like to know why it had not been granted.
He asked for infurination.

Tre CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could not comspel the Minister to answer.

Me. HOLMAN was not going to ullow
taxpayers in bis disirict to be comnpelled
to payv taxes and live year after year

© under greaf, bardships without provision

Me. SCADDAN: There was £1,840

being made for them for communication
by road, whilst people in the metropolis
reaped the benefit of their hard work.

Mgr. WALKER: There was not only
the road he called attention to before,
but he would appeal to the Minister's
gympathy in regard to a road at Broad
Arrow, Farther, there was £100 knocked
off in relation to the Gtindalpi (Vosper-
ton-Kurnalpi) road. Recently the State
had gone to considerable expenditore to
purchase a buttery for the prospectors.
The firld was promising and the
traffic was bound to be extensive, but
there was not one penny provided on
the Estimates for a road. Again,
oot one  penny for the Kanowna-
Kurnalpi road (going to Gingin), which
would ultimately be a wain road right
through from Kanowna to the district
represeuted by the Minister for Mines.
It the Minister for Works would consult
his officers, he would find them speaking
in the highest praige regarding the work
of the East Coolgardie Roads Board.
Yet the whole vote was completely cut
off. In consequence of teporary neglect,
these important roads would eveatually
cost the Government far more. There
was no justice in the distribution.
Sussex, Fremuntle, aud Perth swallowed
practically the whole of the money for
roads.

The Treasuger: The goldfields had
natural roads.

Mr. WALKELR: So had Susses.

Tue TreEasurER: No.

Mr. WALKER: The goldfields roads
were to a certaln extent natural roads,
but they would not stand the traffic
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which the development of the mining
industry and the increase of population
put on them; they needed.repair and
upkeep. Distance prevented goldficlds
residents frem running to the Min-
ister’s back-door every other day, and so
they were forgotten. A thiwd of the
‘vote was spent ob ten or a dozen miles of
road in the Perth-Fremantle district,
while hundreds of miles of road in the
goldfields districts were starved.

Tre MinisTER FOR Works: The hon.
member’s arithmetic was bad. A third
of the vote was not allotted to Perth-
Fremantle roads.

Mg. WALKER: The treatment ac-
corded to the goldfields was utterly
unfair. What was the use of opening
up mines without roads to them? The
goldfields could do without reads if they
got railways, but unfortunately they got
neither. The Minister knew nothing about
the country outside the metropolitan area,
otherwise he could not honourably have
neglected these important goldfields dis-
tricts ; and yet members wondered why
the goldfields complained of the avarice
and selfishness of the coast.

Mr. STONE: The Committee should
now divide.

M=r. HOLMAN : Would not the Minister
give any farther explanation ?

Tae MINISTER had given the hon.
member all the information available as
to this road.

M=z. BATH: What aboul the policy
of road construction out back ?

Tee MINISTER : Inallecating grants
the roads were taken in what was con-
sidered their order of importance, This
road, and the Boulder-Kalgoorlie road,
were probably the most deserving in the
State. He regretted that many roads
like the Bardoc-Broad Arrow road could
not be provided for, but that was no
reason for objecting to this item.

Mr. HOLMAN: Tbose roads were
more necessary than this.

Tee MINISTER: If any cases of
manifest injustice were brought before
bim, he would be glad to provide some-
thing out of the generul vote; but he had
endeavoured to be fair. Members’ ideas
ag to the relative importauce of varions
roads might differ, but he was entitled to

“his opinton, and there was no reason for
agserting that he unduly favoured his
own constituency. ’

[COUNCIL.]
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Amendment (to reduce the item by
£650) put, and a.division taken with the
following result:—

Ayus .. 10
Koes T ¥
Majority against ... 7
AYES, Noes
Mr, Bath Mr, Angwin
Mr. Collier Mr. Boltow
My, Holumnn Mr. Brebher
Mr. Hudsou Mr. Brown
Mr. Loyman Mr. Daglish
Mr. Stone Mr. Davies
Mr. Stuart Mr. Eddy
My, Underwood Mr, Ewing
Mr. Walker Mr. Gordon
Mr. Scaddan (Teller). Mr. Gregory
M™r, Male
Mr. Mitchell
Mr, 5. F. Moore
Mr, Price
Mr. Yeryard
Mr. F. Wilson
. Mr. Hardwick (Tellar).

Awendment thus negatived.

Works Vote suspended at p. 62, Ttem
58, re-vote.

Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11-22 o’clock,
until the next day.

Legislatibe @ouncil,
Wednesdey, 218t November, 1906,
-Paar
Leave of Ahsence .. ... 3010
Billa: Municipnl Corporatious, Com. resumed,
completed ... 01
Perth Town Hall (site), Assewmbly’s farther
Meseage 08 to Amendments ... ... 3018
Tre PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 o'clock p.m.

Pravers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On wotion by the Hox.J. T. GLowrEy,
leave of absence for oune month was



